
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         

Meets every third Monday of the month  June 2013  

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES  
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens  

10901 Old Cutler Road  

Coral Gables, Florida  

www.cosspecies.com  

Hi COS members, 

If  you have a problem with any of  your orchids you need to visit Cloud’s Orchids 

web site at http://www.cloudsorchids.com/doctor/diagnose.htm .  This is a great resource for you to 

identify a problem with your orchids and what to do about it.   

Coalition for Orchid Species Symposium 

This event will feature plant sales, continental breakfast, lunch, 

and AOS judging.  Tickets are $45 for members and $50 for non 

members.  Speakers day will start at 7:30 am with the opening of  

the sales area.  The first lecture will be at 9:00 am.  The event will 

end at 4:30 pm when the sales area closes.  Tickets may be ob-

tained from Erna Maxwell at hendrinamax@bellsouth.net Tick-

ets will not be available at the door. 

Wƛƭƭ DƻŘŦǊŜȅ   

¢Ƙƛƴ [ŜŀǾŜŘ hǊŎƘƛŘǎ  ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΥ 

                                /ŀƭŀƴǘƘŜΣ {ƻōǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴƘƻǇŜŀ 

http://www.cloudsorchids.com/doctor/diagnose.htm
mailto:hendrinamax@bellsouth.net?subject=Symposium%20tickets
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Coalition for Orchid Species Symposium  

Sunday July 21, 2013 at Fairchild Tropical Gardens with five very 
exciting speakers!   

Duncan Bass  , from St. Thomas, USVI, will speak on “The 
Native Orchids of the US Virgin Islands”. 

Guillermo Salazar,  Miami -Dade Extension Agent, will be lectur-
ing on “The Pollination of Bulbophyllums”. 

Francisco Miranda ,   Miranda Orchids, will be talking on “The 
Rupiclous Orchids  

Cordelia Head ,  of J&L Orchids, will be lecturing on “The Mina-
ture Members of the Oncidium Alliance  

Dr. Jennifer Zettler,  associate professor of biology Armstrong 
Atlantic University will be speaking on “The Scale Insects Found 

on Florida’s Rarest Epiphytic Orchids 
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Q. 
Fertilizer Injector Dosage  

In setting up my fertilizer injector over the weekend, I had trouble understanding the 

table of dilutions for making the stock solution. The tables are based on ppm (parts 
per million). Can you tell me what range of ppm for nitrogen is appropriate for the 

"weakly weekly" fertilizing of orchids? I have also noticed small, shiny black spheres 

on some of my plants. Do you have any idea what these might be? — Sandy Den-

man  

A. 
According to Thomas Sheehan, PhD, the recommended range for most floral crops is 

around 200 ppm of nitrogen. I would say that 100 to 150 ppm would qualify as the 

minimum dose for the more frequent feeding. The small, black spheres to which you 
refer are the spores of the wood rot fungus that is always present in bark -based com-

posts. They are not harmful, just unsightly. — Ned Nash  

 

Thanks to aos.org  
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June in your Orchid Collection 
June Climate Data 

Average high: 89.5 

Average low: 75.2 

Average mean: 82.4 

Average rainfall: 8.54" 

            June is the most dramatically tropical month in South Florida. As the southeast 

Trade Winds blow cool moist air off the Gulf Stream daily, as surely the heating effect of 

the center of the peninsula percolates up massive thunder heads. The increased cloud cover 

drawing a veil across the afternoon sun provides much cooling relief for our plants late in 

the day. Because of this additional cloud cover, our plants are less stressed than in the 

brightest of May sunshine. The increased humidity makes June feel hotter to us, but this hu-

midity brings blessed balm to our plants from the unrelentingly dry heat of late spring. The 

shading clouds are also the harbinger of the almost daily rains that arrive like clockwork 

with the thunderstorms that re-circulate the moisture laden air back toward the ocean in the 

afternoon. These showers can drop the temperature 10-12 degrees in almost no time, again 

bring our plants relief when they need it most in the peak heat of the day. In June, such 

soaking rains that can sometimes be an inch or more an hour are the norm rather than the 

exception. For orchids grown outside in South Florida this month, how to dry them out be-

comes more the question than how or when to water them. For most sympodial genera 

(cattleyas, dendrobiums, oncidiums, etc.) the natural rainfall of June is sufficient. Only in 

those rare once or twice times during June when no rain falls for nearly a week is it neces-

sary to think of watering sympodial orchids in June. Even then it usually is a thought that 

can be dismissed. A thorough, "hard" drying in this first month of the rainy season is usually 

of much more overall value to sympodial orchids than the slight extra push of additional 

water. Harder plants that have not been pushed with extra water are much more disease re-

sistant than softer more lushly grown orchids. Vandas and other high water requirement 

plants may still need periodic watering in June but remember that these types too relish oc-

casional "hard" drying and the heavy often lingering, rains of June are just the nostrum for 

re-hydrating them even when they have become as dry as the cork in a wine bottle dry. 

            Although mites and to a degree Thrips are washed away by the heavy rains of June, 

the warm conditions of summer speed the growth of scale and mealy bugs. At the first sign 

of either of these pests spray with soap at 2 oz. per gal or an appropriate insecticide. Oil is 

no longer an option in the heat of summer. If the soap doesn't prove effective enough, try 

something stronger but apply with care early in the morning or late in the evening as the 
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high temperatures of mid-day in June can acerbate phytotoxic reactions. 

            June is still a great month for top cutting strap leaf vandas, teretes (papilionanthes) 

and reed stem epidendrums. Most sympodial orchids are already in growth and unless their 

media is totally broken down are probably best left undisturbed till their new growths have 

matured and they have flowered. If you have not gotten your Phalaenopsis out of last year's 

sphagnum moss wait no longer! Phal roots in soggy medium in June are a receipt for "Fails". 

            For those of us so in love with Florida that we would never think of insulating our-

selves with air-conditioning, the rains of June provide pleasant relief from the harsh Mediter-

ranean sun of late spring. As my son Bartholomew at age two so aptly said "Rain sweet as 

honey". Enjoy! Our orchids do. 

 

Motes Orchids will be open from 10AM to 5PM on days when classes are held. 

Motes Orchids is located at 25000 SW 162 Ave, that's just south of Coconut Palm Drive (248 

St) and SW 162 Ave. Take Turnpike south to US 1 at exit 12, continue south on US 1 to 

248St, then right (west) on 248St to 162 Ave then left (south) one block to Motes Orchids. 

Email us for further information. 

     

 Thanks to Dr. Motes 
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A popular benefit of AOS membership is participation in the Reciprocal Garden 

program of the American Horticultural Society.  Many members report that they 

save more than the cost of AOS membership annually by using this program.  

Check out the listing of participating gardens and arboreta at 

www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/rapðsome offer free admission or other bene-

fits to AOS members.  You will need to show your AOS membership card to par-

ticipate. 

Over the summer months, members of the Affiliated Societies Committee will be 

contacting AOS Affiliated Societies for the annual update of information.  This 

will also serve as a reminder to all societies to notify AOS of any changes to your 

society officers and contact information.  In addition, if you make any changes to 

your record on the AOS website directly, please send AOS a notification that you 

changes have been made.  Unfortunately at this time, they do not get any notifica-

tion of any changes.  

Plans are being solidified on the Fall Members and Trustees meeting to be held at 

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens.  The confirmed speakers to date are Kiat Tan 

of Singapore,  Mr. Chen Chung Chen, President of the Taiwan Paph Society and 

Munekazu Ejiri of Japan.   AOS hopes you join us at the Fall meeting and explore 

AOSô new home.  

Is your society aware of all the benefits of being an affiliated society of the Amer-

ican Orchid Society?  We would appreciate knowing what you all deem the top 

benefits of affiliation.  Send to me your societyôs listing of their top 3 benefits at 

www.affiliated_societies@aos.org.  Iôll report the results in future AOS Corners. 

  

Lynn Fuller, Chair 

AOS Affiliated Societies Committee 
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 Natural Insecticides 
Here are a few toxic recipes for the nasty bugs. 

GARLIC SPRAY 
Is for small pests and general plant protection. Chop 90g of raw garlic and soak in 2 tablespoons of paraffin oil for 24 
hours. Slowly add 600ml of water into which 7 g of soft soap has been dissolved. Stir well, strain through butter mus-
lin and store in a a china or glass container, (never use metal). Dilute the solution to one part in 50 to spray affected 
plants. 

DERRIS DUST 
Is an organic compound sold commercially that will kill caterpillars if sprinkled on leaves. Derris is toxic to fish. 

DIPEL 
Is a commercially made bacteria to be used against caterpillars and cherry slugs and other chewing insects. 

RHUBARB SPRAY 
Is an excellent insecticide. Cut up 1.5kg rhubarb leaves, boil in 3.5 litre of water then cool. Dissolve 125g of soft soap 
in 2.5 litres of hot water. Cool, strain and blend the two liquids. 

CASUARINA 
Casurina Needles - up to 9g - infused in a litre of boiling water makes a mild fungicide and protect against fungal and 
bacteria and mildew problems. 

INSECT REPELLENT 
Can be made from chopped garlic, onions, lavender leaves and flowers, mint and yarrow - mixed together then cov-
ered with water. Stand in an airtight container for 24 hours then strain. Add equal quantities of water and a few drops 
of organic detergent and apply as a spray. 

CHIVE TEA 
Is effective for scab and mildew fungi. Use about 200g of dried chives (buy in bulk at a health food store) and cover 
with 600ml of boiling water. Infuse for one hour, then dilute one part to two of water. 

If the above doesn't work, or if they do, it is still useful to get out and look at your plants, and I mean REALLY look. 
Pick them up and see if any nasties have left any tracks 
or traces on them, then set a trap. Get the torch out in 
the first hour after dark, grab some gloves, your size 9 
gumboots and look in the bush house and around. 

Then use TREAD-EM, SQUASH-EM, and CUT-
EM-UP. These I have found over the years to have a 
rather therapeutic effect on me and have saved a show 
bench flower or two as well! 

http://members.optusnet.com.au/bdobson/  
   

http://members.optusnet.com.au/bdobson/
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     Remember we are a SPECIES society and we ask 

     you only bring orchid species for our silent  

     auction. 

 

     If  you want to bid on an orchid, please decide  

     how much you are willing to pay, bid that  

     amount and then walk away from the table.   

     We kindly ask that you  not hover around  

     the table so others may see the what we  

     are offering. 
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Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 

pm   

 

Tasks for June 
1. Careful watering this month often means no watering at all. Arise 
early to enjoy the cool and water only when truly necessary. 
2. Space plants amply. Good air circulation is essential across the 
coming months. 
3. Re-pot Phals and re-set Vandas. Make sure that plants are firmly 
set in their new abodes. 
4. Begin or continue a disease prevention program with the prophy-
lactic application of  Thiophanate Methyl (Cleary's 3336) and Al-
liette or Banrot. 
5. Clean up growing area and plants. Remove dead leaves from 
plants and the ground. Pull weeds. 
6. Prune trees and shrubs to increase light and air circulation. 
7. Apply snail bait lightly early in the month and again lightly mid-
month 
8. Set air conditioning thermostat at 80 and enjoy living in the 
Tropics. 

   
 

Thanks to Dr. Motes 
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The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com  

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com!  

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

http://www.orchidworks.com
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“When two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfume”  

 

 

 

 

Need to reach over 180 people every month to move your products?   

See Lori Sell for information about placing an advertisement in the 

newsletter. 

 

 

Orchids are the largest family of  plants in the world. With 30,000 
known species, you could acquire a different orchid every day for 
eighty years and still not grow them all. Back in the realm of  real-
ity, readers of  this beautiful book can quickly and easily find the 
orchids that are right for them -- which ones will thrive on a win-

dowsill, which prefer artificial lights, and which need a greenhouse; which are for 
beginners, which for experts. And you can pinpoint the species within a particular 
genus that are the best ones to start with. Once you select your orchid, William 
Cullina's authoritative guide explains what to do to keep it alive and healthy. 
Featuring more than two hundred color photographs, Understanding Orchids co-
vers everything you need to know to grow orchids successfully, whatever your level 
of  interest or experience. With improved tissue-culture techniques making orchids 
more affordable, and the Internet making them readily available to consumers, 
growing orchids is more popular than ever: membership in the American Orchid 
Society has more than doubled in the last fifteen years. This is the book orchid 
fans have been waiting for.  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html


 

 

Please patronize our loyal advertisers! 

 

 

 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘ LǘǎŜƭŦ  

          нумлл {² мун !ǾŜΦ Σ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ C[ оолол  

олр-нпр-пртл ϝ ǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ϝǿǿǿΦǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ  
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
http://www.csorchids.com
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Remember it is important for you to make 

sure you check in in order to get credit for at-

tending the meeting.  The number of  meet-

ings you attend determine when you get to 

pick your holiday orchid. 
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Coalition for Orchid Species 
The 2012-2013  Board:     

¶ President Lou Lodyga 

¶ Past President, Mirta Russis Heineman 

¶ Vice Pres., Michele DiBianchi 

¶ Treasurer: Odalis Navarro 

¶ Secretary: Lori Sell  

¶ Trustees: Carlos Segrera, Erna Maxwell, Katria Whitfield,  Cynthia White, Vivian Waddell, Bill Capps, Ketty 
Bergouignan, Carmen Segrera, Rolando Armenteros, Melana Davison 

¶ Committees:  

¶ Vivian Waddel: Membership 

¶ Guillermo Salazar: Conservation 

¶ Newsletter Editor : Bill Capps                                Advertising/Reporter : Lori Sell 

¶ Raffle: Carmen Segrera, Pat Chen Yin                  Photography: open 

¶ AOS Rep: Lynn Corson                                           Roster: Melana Davison 

¶ Webpage Liaison: Rolando Armenterso            Mirta Heineman: Events Coordinator 

¶ Library: Jorge Casaudoumecq                                 Cynthia White: Silent Auction 

¶ Refreshments: 

¶ ¶ Sunshine: Mirta R. Heineman                                 Bert Pressman Scholarship: Dr. Rene Izquierdo 

Remember we are dedicated to the 

culture and conservation of  species.  

Please bring only species plants for 

our silent auction. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 William Capps  

Newsletter Editor    
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