
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         

This Months Speaker Will Be -  

Meets every third Monday of the month MAY 2011 

The speaker on May 16th will be Anna Purificacion, who will present on Philippine species in 

nature and in cultivation. The Philippines provide us with some of the most beautiful species 

in the orchid world, being centers of diversity for Vandas, Phals, Paphs, and Dendrobiums. 

Many of the species Anna will discuss have played a pivotal role in creating some of the hy-

brids we usually grow. Wouldn’t it be great to grow more species? Purificacion Orchids was 

established in 1986 by Corazon Purificacion with the objective of providing quality orchids to 

consumers at affordable prices. The type of orchids grown at first was mainly warm-growing 

hybrid orchids because it was intended for the market in Metro Manila and other areas in 

the Philippines with similar climatic conditions.  

Speaker Information Continued  next page 

By the time you read this Newsletter we will be into the beginning of The Redland Festival in the Fruit and 
Spice Park.  This is my favorite orchid Festival. It is probably the largest of all orchid-selling places in the US 
this weekend.  We are most fortunate to live here in Miami, making it is so easy to attend.   

The number of vendors is great – and they hail from so many different places in the world.  They bring so 
many species – incredible to witness!  One of the things that I enjoy so much is being able to see so many of 
my vendor friends and orchid hobbyists from many places that come to the Festival every year.   Do not for-
get to note what classes will be available all through the weekend.  The best of the best will be teaching.  I 
always attend a few of the classes to keep my learning active and to pick up tips on being a better grower. 

 

This month we invited Anna Purificacion from Purificacion Orchids in the Philippines, taking advantage of her 
being present as one of the vendors at this Redland Festival.   

 

As usual we will have the Newcomers class at 6:30 pm with super-teacher Jim Davison, followed at 7:30 pm 
by the program titled “The Beauty and Diversity of the Orchids from the Philippines “ 

Please, be on time. I look forward to seeing you at the Redland and on May 16 at our meeting. 

Keep enjoying your beautiful orchids! 

Your President 

 

Mirta 

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES 
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens 

10901 Old Cutler Road 

Coral Gables, Florida 

www.cosspecies.com 
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For the international market, the company’s goal is to supply quality, farm-grown and propagated Philippine orchid 

species. To be able to reach this goal, proper growing conditions should be met. So, in 1999, a 3 hectare farm in Alfon-

so, Cavite was developed. The area was chosen for its ideal conditions and logistics. In 2002, Purificacion Orchids joined 

its first international orchid show in France. The plants that were brought for selling were received with so much en-

thusiasm that it was overwhelming. Orchid collectors from all over the world were so happy to know that the much 

sought-after Philippine Orchid species are now farm grown and are being artificially propagated. Philipinos, unfortu-

nately, have been known to have destroyed much of the orchid habitats in the wild for monetary gain. From France, 

the company has joined other shows in Europe, Asia and the U.S. Due to its exhibit booths and quality plants for selling 

at these shows, the Philippine orchids are again being given due recognition for their beauty and diversity. Purificacion 

Orchids has also started to develop an international wholesale market for its products. An increase of orders from 

abroad has shown that quality products will always have a high demand anywhere. For more than 20 years, Purifica-

cion Orchids has continuously grown and produced quality plants at affordable prices. Awards of excellence for its or-

chids and exhibits are now too numerous to mention. Conservation of Philippine orchid species by artificial propagation 

is one of its major goals, and Purificacion Orchids is still continuing to improve its farms and products to be able to 

serve its clients more. Anna’s presentation will share with us the very best that the Philippines has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Pomatocalpa                                              Ceratostylis                                 Dendrobium 

     fuscum                             incognita                                    gerlandianum 

 

Photos from Purificacion Orchids web site  

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUN!   

We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011:   

    Single $25;  

 Dual $35; Family ( 3+ persons ) $45.   

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your orchid socie-

ty membership for the new year, or use our convenient PAYPAL option on 

www.cosspecies.com to pay your dues!   See Vivian Waddell for more infor-

mation, or contact her at VCWaddell@yahoo.com.  

Join COS and get a 

beautiful pin with our 

society emblem! 

http://purificacionorchids.com/index.php/gallery/
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

Bus Trip 
We are in the middle of preparations for the Bus trip on June 11.  If you did not make your reservation, do it 
with your check now.  Do not wait until the last minute because we have only few seats available. 

Symposium 
The Symposium is another event you do not want to miss. It will be on Sunday July 24th, beginning at 8:00 
am.  Again, we have a limited number of seats available so please see Erna and reserve your place.  See our 
ad in the Newsletter. 

Fairchild Private Tour 
On May 28 we will be having our annual private tour at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden for COS mem-
bers.  We will meet at 10:15 am in the Fairchild Gift Shop and we will take the fresh-air trolley to enjoy our 
tour.  Please, wear your COS name tags and your COS polo shirt.  Bring your cameras! If you wish you can stay 
at the Garden for the rest of the day.   The tour will last about 45 minutes and you can bring some guests. All 
members and guests will be welcomed to the Garden FREE as a special compliment by the Fairchild manage-
ment to Coalition for Orchid Species.   Come and join the morning’s wonders with your COS friends. 

Encyclia of the Month:  Encyclia tampensis  

This is the only Encyclia native to the continental United States.  It was first found in the Tampa area 

by John Torrey, an early American botanist interested especially in the flora of the American south-

east.  Samples of the plant were sent to England, where Lindley described the species in 1847. 

Encyclia plants are epiphytic to various trees such as bald cypress and live oak.  The plants will of-

ten form a large clump that produces hundreds of flowers with a honey-sweet fragrance.  The E. 

tampensis bloom here in Miami in early summer, showing their green flowers with red-brown marks 

on the sepals and petals.   They also come in the alba form.  The greens and whites, the alba form, 

are less common.  

Encyclia tampensis has been used often in hybridizing  -  more so than any other Encyclia species. 

It is grown best in baskets. If you visit Fairchild Botanic Garden during June and July, your search 

can end right in the parking lots:  Just look up in the trees and you will see hundreds of Encyclia 

tampensis in bloom. 

  This is an orchid that should be in everyoneôs collection in south Florida.  Enjoy them! 



 

 

.9DLbb9wϥ{ {9wL9{ 

hǊŎƘƛŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ τ р 
τ !ƛǊ tƻƭƭǳǝƻƴΣ !ƛǊ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ IǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ 
{¢9tI9b wΦ .!¢/I9[hw 

Though a less evident factor in orchid culture, the air in a growing area is nevertheless 

vital and highly influential. From the surrounding air, plants take in  
carbon dioxide, a necessary ingredient for photosynthesis. Oxygen, on the other 
hand, is needed for respiration. Potted orchid roots, for instance, require oxygen 
derived from the air pockets or well-aerated water present in a porous medium, because 
the uptake of water and nutrients (in addition to root maintenance and  
growth) is a process which demands energy. Since oxygen and carbon dioxide levels 
in the air we breathe are adequate for plants as well as animals, the orchid hobbyist 
need only consider whether the air in the growing area is free of toxic gases, circulating 
properly, and adequately moist. 
9¢I¸[9b9 ¢h·L/L¢¸ 
No conclusive evidence yet exists to prove that the more notorious forms of air 
pollution can also damage orchids. However, one by-product of our modern, industrial  
world, ethylene, does have a well-known, detrimental effect on orchids. Even 
in small quantities, this gas can cause a kind of premature aging in flowers called 
sepal or petal wilt, which is associated primarily with cattleyas and their kind.  
When exposed to ethylene, sepals of newly-opened flowers typically lose their substance, 
becoming somewhat transparent. They soon fold and eventually turn dry 
and brown. At higher concentrations, petals will respond in a similar manner. Only  
at extremely high concentrations of long duration does ethylene cause the plants 
themselves to react adversely, with the yellowing of leaves being the likely result. 
Other orchids highly susceptible to ethylene damage include many phalaenopsis 
and dendrobiums. In the presence of ethylene the flower buds of these orchids 
cease development, turn yellow, and fall off. 
All of these various orchid responses to ethylene can usually be observed towards 
the last day of an orchid show. Ethylene produced by the smoking public, 
and low humidity levels, are probably in large part responsible for the short life of  
orchid flowers on exhibition plants. Those who have placed their prized cattleya at 
the peak of its flowering in the car trunk, intending to take it to an orchid society  
meeting for the accolades it justly deserves at the show table, know how quickly 
ethylene can do its damage when out comes a plant which looks instead like it is 
well past its flowering prime.  
Ethylene is generally present as a result of the incomplete combustion of a fuel, 
commonly from running car engines and poorly ventilated (or faulty) heaters. Logically,  
then, the more completely a machine can convert fuel into heat and energy, 
the less likely potentially dangerous by-products, such as ethylene, will be produced. 
This is why a number of new and more efficient heaters on the market today 
are safer to use for orchids; they emit less of such toxic gases by burning fuel more 
thoroughly than their predecessors. Even so, all practical devices (and not-sopractical 
personal habits) which involve burning something, be it gas, natural gas, 
wood (or tobacco), should be eyed with suspicion when it comes to protecting orchids 
in flower. The exhaust or smoke they give off should be kept as far away from 
the growing area as possible. Heaters to be used directly with the orchids should be 
carefully investigated with the aid of those who own them or sell them, to determine 
if they do indeed emit ethylene, and if they do, how it might be feasible to 
properly vent this offending gas. 
!Lw ah±9a9b¢ 
Once you have fairly assured yourself and your orchids of ethylene-free air, the next 
consideration should be air movement. Air in constant motion is widely believed to  
be beneficial to orchids. For one, it is an effective means of equalizing ambient conditions. 
If air is circulating around your orchids, pockets of hot or cold air, low and  
high humidity, are less likely to develop. For another, air moving past orchid leaves 
has the same cooling effect a breeze can have on us. "When the air is still, a blanket 
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of insulating air clings to the leaf and actually prevents cooling to a considerable 
degree. On the other hand, moving air is an excellent means of conveying heat, but 
it must be kept moving to do so. It picks up the heat by direct contact and carries it 
away ... By keeping good air movement across the leaves you can treat your plants 
to much more sunshine than you can without it in the summer." (Mitchell, 1963)  
Moving air also has a drying tendency, which can be helpful in terms of disease 
control, because water left on leaves or flowers for any duration creates conditions 
conducive to fungal or bacterial attack. 
Ordinary fans will get the air moving around your orchids, particularly if your  
growing area is somewhat confined. Small "muffin" fans perched above light-garden 
trays are a familiar sight. More average-size household fans can do the trick 
in window areas. They should not be aimed directly on the plants unless at low 
speeds, though. Plants and spikes rocking in fast-moving air may be reminiscent of 
palm-fronds swaying in a tropical breeze, but even palms can be damaged by hurricane 
winds! For larger growing areas, perhaps more specialized, low-speed, high volume 
fans, similar to turbulators in greenhouses, like the kind of ceiling fans now 
becoming popular as home fixtures, would be better able to move the large volumes 
of air involved. Naturally, opening several windows, if possible without too drastic a  
temperature change, can cause significant cross-ventilation and air movement.  
Open windows can also favorably influence the humidity levels in your growing 
area, assuming that the air is more humid outside. In greenhouses during the winter, 
opening vents can cause a loss of some humidity which escapes with the rising, 
warm greenhouse air. 
I¦aL5L¢¸ 
Circulating air must have some humidity, or a sunny and warm growing area 
may more closely duplicate desert conditions than those of a classic tropical forest! 
Moisture in the air, along with air movement and temperature, has a substantial  
influence on the transpiration rate of a plant. Low levels of humidity, especially in  
combination with high temperatures, can cause orchids to lose water through their 
leaves at a faster rate than they are able to take up water through their roots, leading 
to varying degrees of desiccation and wilting. Levels of humidity which are too 
high for the health of orchids are not likely to be faced by growers without greenhouses, 
but an atmosphere near saturation (100% relative humidity), and stagnant, 
can lead to water forming on the leaves and flowers, as well as to the very slow drying 
of potting media. These are conditions, again, which make a plant and its flowers 
vulnerable to disease attack. Recommendations in the literature center around the figure of 60% relative humidity 
for good orchid culture. Humidity levels are greatly determined by air temperature.  
The warmer the air becomes, the more moisture which must be added to 
maintain adequate relative humidity. For this reason, providing acceptable humidity  
is not so much a problem during night hours when cooler temperatures usually 
prevail and plant transpiration is at a minimum. Acceptable humidity proves quite  
a challenge, however, during warm (or heated) daylight periods, particularly indoors  
where few sources of significant humidity exist. 
Water molecules have to break apart from each other in order to become airborne 
and provide humidity. Fortunately there are more ways to do this than boiling  
a pan of water. Water molecules exposed to air have a tendency to gradually 
"separate from the pack" and join the atmosphere, a process called evaporation. 
The more water molecules exposed directly to the air, and the warmer the prevailing 
temperatures (making for more active molecules), the greater the rate and 
number of water molecules liberated into the surrounding air to create humidity.  
Porous gravel generates reasonable amounts of humidity in this way by imbibing 
water, thereby exposing it to more air. Orchids themselves, especially in large numbers 
and in freshly watered media, do at least partially contribute to the overall humidity  
in a similar way. Some humidifiers generate humidity by "atomizing" water  
into smaller amounts, creating a fine mist far more subject to air and far more 
likely to become a part of it. Other types of humidifiers expose small droplets of water 
to large volumes of air by blowing air through a fibrous pad moistened in traveling  
through a tray of water, conveyor-belt fashion. 
Evaporative coolers make use of the fact that water needs and absorbs significant 



 

 

amounts of heat and energy to go from the liquid to the gaseous state, consequently 
cooling the air or surface involved. Growers can make use of this cooling 
ability of evaporating water by "syringing", or misting, their orchids. In the process  
of evaporating, water will momentarily cool the leaves and raise the humidity. But 
unless done under conditions which will lead to rapid evaporation (high light,  
warm temperatures, some air movement), and done frequently, the rather fleeting 
beneficial effects are perhaps not worth the greater risk of spreading disease, and 
the nuisance of mineral residues accumulating on the leaves. Outdoor growers may 
possibly find misting worthwhile in terms of retarding heat build -up and its resulting 
sunburn during hot, still, sunny weather. But growers indoors, especially under  
lights where leaf scorch is not an issue, could better employ their time and efforts 
by taking advantage of other more effectual devices for generating additional humidity. 
Maintaining humidity indoors can be greatly simplified by using a good humidifier  
operated on a humidistat. Nevertheless, all growers should be aware of things 
which tend to deplete the air of humidity. Heated or air -conditioned air is low in  
humidity and can quickly dry the air of a growing area. Humidifiers work overtime  
during cold weather when the heat is on frequently. The cold surface of window 
glass in the winter time will draw water out of the air by the reverse of evaporation, 
condensation. Double-glazing (with polyethylene, for example) will reduce this occurrence 
by moderating the surface temperature. And, as mentioned previously, 
humidity levels lower spontaneously as temperatures rise, unless additional moisture 
is added to the air. Conversely, relative humidity rises as the temperature 
drops, as it typically does during the nighttime hours. So most efforts towards increasing 
humidity need be taken during warmer and bright daylight hours, especially  
indoors when the heat or air-conditioning is on.  
Hobbyists should strive for the gentle movement of clean, moist air around their  
orchids. Such a practice helps eliminate, or at least moderate, any extremes which 
may develop in the growing conditions. Particularly in the case of high light and 
accompanying warm temperatures, humid, moving air can lower leaf temperatures 
and reduce transpiration and water stress. Light, temperature, air movement and 
humidity ultimately determine the water and nutrient needs of orchids, and therefore  
watering and fertilizing practices. The next article for this series will discuss 
these frequently troublesome responsibilities in orchid growing. ð уп {ƘŜǊƳŀƴ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ aŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎ лнмплΦ 
w9C9w9b/9{ 
Dillon, Gordon W. ²ŀǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ IǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ±Ŝƴǝƭŀǝƻƴ, in the .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎϥ 
IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ, American Orchid Society, Inc., Cambridge, MA, pages 44-50. 

Mitchell, F.W. 1963. IŜŀǝƴƎΣ /ƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ τ tŀǊǘ L ŀƴŘ LL. !ƳŜǊΦ 
hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎΦ .ǳƭƭΦ 32: 85- 
91, 531-537. 
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If  you would like to have something in the newsletter 

just send it to Bill Capps at  cappsb@att.net.   

 

I reserve the right to edit the piece to fit allowable space and for content. 

mailto:cappsb@att.net?subject=COS%20newsletter%20editor
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{ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ 
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

Wǳƭȅ нпΣ нлмм 
у ŀƳ ǘƻ п ǇƳ CŀƛǊŎƘƛƭŘ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ wƻƻƳ млфлм hƭŘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ wƻŀŘΣ /ƻǊŀƭ DŀōƭŜǎΣ C[ 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎΥ 

ϷпрΦлл ŦƻǊ /h{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ϷрлΦлл ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-/h{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

tǊƛŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǊŀƉŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳũŜǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ 

CƛǾŜ CŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΥ 
tŜǘŜǊ [ƛƴΣ .ƛƎ [ŜŀŦ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ - Phalaenopsis Species 

DǊŜƎ !ƭƭƛƪŀǎΣ hǊŎƘƛŘǿƻǊƪǎΦŎƻƳΣ !h{ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ - 

Four Pairs of Eight of a Kind: The Confused Bifoliates 

tǊŜƳ {ǳōǊŀƘƳŀƴȅŀƳΣ C[bŀǝǾŜhǊŎƘƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ - 

Orchids in Our Backyard: Florida’s Wild Orchids 

wƻȅ ¢ƻƪǳƴŀƎŀΣ Iϧw bǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ !h{ WǳŘƎŜ - 

Dendrobium Species: Growing and Flowering 

Specimen Plants 

CǊŜŘ /ƭŀǊƪŜΣ {ǳƴǎŜǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ !h{ WǳŘƎŜ - 

The Species of Catasetum, Cycnoches, & Mormodes 

Orchid sales will be available during the day, 

as well as AOS judging. 
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Ernest Barham received an AM of 87 points for his Paph. Johanna Burkhardt (rothschildianum x adductum). 
 

 

 

 
Larry Cox received an AM of 84 points for his Paph. Leonard's Pride (Leonard Smith x rothschildianum).   
 

 

 

Larry Cox also received an FCC of 90 points for his Milt. Arthur Cobbledick 'Camano Joy' (vexillaria x Meadow-
dale)!  

A.O.S. Judging 

COS’s Private Tour of  Fairchild Tropical Gardens 

May 28th  

If Javier is having this 

much fun last year, 

think how much fun it 

will be this year 
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COS members show off  at the South Dade Orchid Society 
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COS members show off  at the South Dade Orchid Society 

Proud Orchid Owners: 

  Jim and Melana  Davison         Jean Wilson 

  Mirta Heineman                      Pat Chen Yin 

  Ketty Bergouignan                  Linda Bell 

     Javier Morejon 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

REDLAND INTERNATIONAL 
ORCHID FESTIVAL 

May 13-15 
9:00AM - 5:00PM 

Fruit & Spice Park 
24801 SW 187th Ave. 
Homestead, Florida 
America's Favorite   

Orchid Festival !  

admission -  only  $10 

May 27-28 - Greater Orlando Orchid Society Show, Orlando 
garden Club, 710 Rollins St., Orlando, FL. Contact: Joy Prince, 
dp691955@aol.  

July 24 -Coalition for Orchid Species Symposium, Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden, Garden Room, 10901 Old Cutler Rd., 
Coral Gables, FL. Contact: Erna Maxwell, .  

May 13-15 - REDLAND ORCHID FESTIVAL 

The Redland International Orchid Festival is held in the beautiful 

Fruit & Spice Park, 24801 SW 187th Ave., Homestead, Florida. 

Featuring over 60 vendors of orchids, supplies and orchid-related 

items, growers from the US, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 

Jamaica, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan and Thailand are represent-

ed this year. 

May 28 - Annual Insiders' Tour of Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gar-

dens For more info, email Mirta, mrussis@bellsouth.net  

June 11 Annual COS Orchid Growers Bus Trip 

Ride in style in a luxury bus to various orchid nurseries in Florida; 

Always a great time! Leave early, arrive back in Miami late! For 

more information, contact Mirta, mrussis@bellsouth.net 

COS presents ORCHID CLASSES 
taught by various member-experts, held 30 minutes pri-
or to the general meeting each month.  Everyone at-
tending this program will receive a display-quality Certif-
icate of Attendance from the Coalition for Orchid Spe-
cies. 

 

May 28 COS private tour of  Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gar-

dens.  Meet at the Gift Shop at 10:15 for the tour.  Wear your 

COS name tag and shirt.  Plan to enjoy the garden all day. 

June 7th  Orchid Society of Coral Gables annual orchid auction-

Preview 6:45, Auction 7:00  Orchids of all types, from growers 

and hobbyists across the country.  Lots of plants, lots of  food!  

Guests welcome, so bring a friend or two. 

mailto:dp691955@aol.com
http://www.cosspecies.com/
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 MAE TANG ORCHIDS  

Holidays designed especially for 

orchid enthusiasts.  

Are you still planning your vacation for 

2011?   Why not join us for our 'Orchids of 

Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-

pliment the W.O.C.  For more information - 

including a slide show of our last tour:  

 www.theorchidman.com   

The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com  

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com!  

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

Huntleya wallisii 

http://www.theorchidman.com/
http://www.orchidworks.com
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COS  
BUS TRIP! 

hƴ ¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘ !ƎŀƛƴΗ 

We have such great fun and get such good bargains 

on our bus trips that we are doing it again! Don’t miss out! 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ ммΣ нлмм 

!ƭƭ 5ŀȅ hǊŎƘƛŘ DǊƻǿŜǊΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇ 

 

 

 
Three fabulous growers showing us their nurseries and extending ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊǎ to us. 

[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ aƛŀƳƛ ŀǘ с!a         wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōȅ мм ta 

Price includes: Round trip in air-conditioned bus, Snacks, lunch, drinks, games and raffles   

 

Krull & Smith in Apotka 

Miranda Orchids  in Haines City 

June's Orchid Estate in Thonotosssa 

COS 

Juneõs Orchid Estate 

June Simpson has been a hobby grower for years. 
She has a keen interest in building one of  the finest collections in the United States. While her 
tastes are varied, she is drawn to Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums, as well as miniature spe-
cies. She is the President of  the company and plans on bringing her very good business sense to 
this venture. She is a believer in giving back to the orchid community and because of  that she is 
quite active with the Tampa Orchid Club, the University of  South Florida Botanical Gardens, 
and the American Orchid Society.  
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“When two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfume”  

The  Orchidiva 
 Professional orchid services  

specializing in collection maintenance  

and collection building  

 

  È Complete orchid maintenance 

L. anceps ôMelanaõ AM/AOS 

 Melana Davison                                                       

 Phone: 760-212-8919  Email: orchidiva@att.net  

                                               

Krull-Smith was formed over 30 years ago when Frank Smith and Jim Krull started a small orchid nursery in 
Apopka, Florida where they have been providing exceptional quality orchids to hobbyists and commercial 
growers ever since. 

In that time Krull-Smith has become the leading orchid hybridizer in the world for award-quality show 
plants, having received over 700 quality and cultural awards from the American Orchid Society. 

We are absolutely dedicated to providing the highest quality species and hybrids of  Phalaenopsis, Cattle-
yas, and Paphiopedilums, as well as a wide array of novelty orchids such as Bulbophyllums - sought after 
by serious orchid hobbyists and collectors who are especially interested in showing their plants as well as 
creating unique and high quality orchid collections. 

Francisco Mirandaô Miranda Orchids 

I am an Orchid Taxonomist with the main specialty in Brazilian Laeliinae (Laelia, Cattleya 

and related genera, for the non-scientists) who also happens to be a commercial orchid grower.  

 

 

 

Need to reach over 140 people every 

month to move your products?   

See Lori Sell for information about 

placing an advertisement in the news-

letter. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html


 

 

Please patronize our loyal advertisers! 

 

 

 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘ LǘǎŜƭŦ  

          нумлл {² мун !ǾŜΦ Σ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ C[ оолол  

олр-нпр-пртл ϝ ǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ϝǿǿǿΦǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ  
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  tbmello@bellsouth.net 

www.MyKeysToFlorida.com 

Oakhillgardens.com 

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
mailto:tbmello@bellsouth.net
http://www.mykeystoflorida.com
http://www.oakhillgardens.com/
http://www.csorchids.com


 

 

 

Page 16 May 2011 Coal i t ion for  Orchid Species 



 

 

 

April Meeting Collage 
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April Meeting Collage Continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photographs Thanks to Jean Wilson 
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Thank you for Bringing 
refreshments   

to the April Meeting 
 

Bill Capps 

Joan Smick 

Millie Rodriguez 

Daisi Vazquez 

Rosemarie Rubeo 

Margaret Peter 

Margaret Rente 

Jennifer Brown 

Maria Cerna 

Johanne Dufort 

Reminder to the people bringing 
refreshments for May.  To every-
one else, please remember to 
bring some snacks when you can. 

Carmen Segrera 

Betty Eber 

Daisi Vazquez 

Vivian Waddel 

Melana Davison 

Mirta Heineman 
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Orchid Society of  

Coral Gables  

Annual  

Orchid Auction  

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 7, 2011 

Preview 6:45 pm 

Auction 7:00 pm 

Orchids of all types, from growers 

and hobbyists across the country! 

A great place for a great bargain! 

Lots of plants, lots of food! 

Visitors Welcome! Bring a Friend! 



 

 

Cultural Tips from Andyôs Orchids 

This is a brief summary of orchid culture with the beginner in mind. 

Temperature: 

We identify the country or region of origin for each plant. This gives some local flavor as well as a guide to the plant's temperature 

needs. If your orchid originates from equatorial areas it experiences relatively constant temperatures; whether they live in colder 

mountains or in tropical jungles, there is little variability in temperature year-round. The closer you get to the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn the broader the seasonal temperature fluctuations in its natural habitat. As a grower we recommend that you choose plants 

that easily grow in the environment your are able to create and are willing to maintain. If you are a beginner or don't have a con-

trolled environment and grow indoors/outdoors according to the season, pick plants with a broader temperature range. Floridians and 

other Gulf residents should lean towards tropical warmer growers and only consider cool growers for an air-conditioned environ-

ment. Residents of the North do well with intermediate growers and can manage warm growing plants if they help them through the 

winter with supplemental warmth and light. It is important to increase watering when you bring your plants indoors. 

Light: 

The terms "Shaded", "Bright", and "Full-Sun", are self-explanatory. You may have to experiment a bit with a plant's location to get 

the right light and temperature combination. Most bright growing plants can handle early morning or late afternoon direct sunlight. 

The cooler your growing area, the more intense light your plants can handle without damage. Keep in mind those shady-growers still 

require a well-lit environment. A healthy-looking plant that refuses to bloom is generally getting too little light (assuming water and 

temperature are adequate). When growing under full sun remember that orchids like air movement and breezes, which keep their 

leaves cool. Indoors, don't hesitate to supplement with growing lights, as your plants will undoubtedly reward you for them. Just re-

member the lights can reduce the humidity levels in your growing area. 

Watering: 

I cannot say too much about water. Water quality, frequency and duration are all vitally important in raising healthy robust orchids. 

Water quality: 

Orchids, especially those from high-elevations, are easily damaged by mineral salts (which are almost non-existent in their natural 

habitat). Always use good quality, clean water: rainwater is best followed by "good" tap water (i.e., water that is low in dissolved 

minerals and salts). Other options include water purified by reverse osmosis, de-ionization, or distillation. If you must use "hard wa-

ter" (water high in dissolved minerals), drench the plant thoroughly to break down mineral buildups. Every time you water or mist 

with hard water, a residue of dissolved salts is left behind which will become a white, chalky deposit on the pot, mount, or surface of 

the mix; in time, this can kill growing root tips and burn leaves. Never ever use softened water to water orchids; it is high in sodium 

and will kill plants. 

Water frequency: 

It is almost impossible to over-water a mounted orchid, but easy to over-water one in a pot. Pay close attention to the texture and 

shape of the roots, leaves, and pseudobulbs to gauge how often your plants need water. In between watering you can spray them oc-

casionally to provide dew or even better get a misting system, but remember to only use good water when misting. Also be careful 

not to use water that is too chilly, it could shock your plants. If you grow anywhere indoors: under lights, in an air-conditioned office 

or on your kitchen windowsill, your watering frequency must increase to compensate for lower indoor humidity. Grouping plants 

together, placing your potted orchids on trays filled with gravel and water improves humidity, and grouped mounted plants in partic-

ular add to this effect. 

Water duration: 

Give your plant's roots a chance to absorb the water you give them. A quick splash on a warm summer day will evaporate before the 

roots can soak up what they need. Remember when it rains in the tropics, it rains in bucketfulls, so treat your plants to a good rain-

storm. Water in the late afternoon or evenings during warm months and in the winter switch to a morning schedule. When you water, 

soak the plant completely (keep flowers dry to make them last longer). The root-ball in both potted and mounted plants needs to get 

thoroughly wet, and don't forget to fertilize at ı strength at least once a month. Some plants require a rest period (usually in the win-

ter) during which watering is reduced or even suspended completely. Our plant tags identify each plant with such a requirement. 

 

Coal i t ion for  Orchid Species May 2011 Page 20 



 

 

Air Movement: 

All plants grow better with a slight breeze. This helps them cool-off and the movement itself strengthens the plant and builds heartier 

flower spikes. While wintering plants indoors, place a small fan nearby. 

For more information please refer to any of the many great books that have been written on this subject. 
  

Donôt forget to visit Andyôs Orchids at the Redland Show May 13-15th. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an AOS - judged event!  
Entries will be received at the Show Tent in the park on 
Thursday May 12th between Noon and 3:00 p.m. 

Judging begins at 3:00 p.m.  
 

Featuring over 60 vendors from all over the World and The U.S  
 

 

List of venders on next page  
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Amazonia Orchids - Homestead,FL 

Andy's Orchids - Encinitas, CA 

Bela Vista Orchids - Sao Paolo, Brazil 

Best of Thai Orchids - Bangkok, Thailand 

Blossom Planting Supplies - El Monte, CA 

Broward Orchid Supply - Hollywood, FL 

Cal Orchid - Santa Barbara, California 

Canaima Orchids - Ellenton, Florida 

Carib Plants - Homestead, FL 

Carolina Orchids - Fort Mill, South Carolina 

Carter & Holmes Orchids - Newberry, SC 

Centro De Jardineria Manrique, Peru 

Ching Hua Orchids - Taiwan 

Dan & Margie Orchids - Ft. Lauderdale, Fl 

Eco Orquideas - Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Ecuagenera CIA - Cuenca, Ecuador 

EFG Orchids - Deland, FL 

Far East Agriculture - Selangor, Malaysia 

Featherstone Orchids - Dunellon, FL 

Floralia Orquidarios Reunidos - Niteroi, Brazil 

Gold Country Orchids - Lincoln, CA 

H&R Orchids - Waimanalo, HI 

Hamlyn Orchids Ltd. - Jamaica 

Indian River Orchids - Vero Beach, FL 

June’s Orchid Estate - Thonotosassa, Fl 

Kaler Orchids - Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

Kawamoto Orchid Nursery - Honolulu, HI 

Krull-Smith Orchids - Apopka, FL 

Kogachi Orchids - Waianae, HI 

Laurel Orchids - Jupiter, FL 

Louis Del Favero Orchids - Tampa, FL 

Louisiana Orchid Connection - Baton Rouge, LA 

Mac's Orchids - Fort Lauderdale 

Miller's Tropicals - Homestead, FL 

Motes Orchids - Homestead, FL 

Oakhill Gardens, Dundee. IL 

Odom's Orchids - Fort Pierce, FL 

OFE International - Miami, FL 

Ooi Leng Sun Orchids - Penang, Malaysia 

Orchid Acres - Lake Worth, FL 

Orchids by Del Rei - Hastings, FL 

Orquidearios Venezolanos - Maracay, VZ 

Orquideas Del Valle - Cali, Colombia 

Orquifollajes Orchid Growers - Envigado, Colombia 

Out on a Limb Orchids- Camano Island, WA 

PCK Orchids - Miami, FL 

Pelican Coast Farms - Ft. Meyers, FL 

Plantio La Orquidea - Caracas, Venezuela 

Puanani Orchids - Waimanalo, HI 

Purificacion Orchids - Quezon City, Phillipines 

Quest Orchids - Miami, FL 

RF Orchids - Homestead, FL 

Ruben in Orchids - Miami, FL 

Sedona Orchids - Homestead, FL 

Seed Engei - Shzuoka, Japan 

Soroa Orchids - Homestead, FL 

Springwater Orchids - Melbourne , FL 

Stelmar Gardens - Homestead, FL 

Tying Shin Orchids - Taiwan 

Waldor Orchids - Linwood, NJ 

Whimsy Orchids - Homestead, FL 

Woodland Orchids - Charlotte, NC 

Yih Cheng Orchids - Taiwan 

Joseph Wu Orchids - Taiwan 
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hǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƛƴ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘ ¢ƛƳŜ 
Most orchids in cultivation in South Florida are built to withstand drought. In fact drying is the chief 

strategy of orchids in their perpetual war against fungi. Drought is the friend of orchids, constant 

moisture is the cohort of fungus. Our current water restrictions give us an excellent opportunity to 

practice and re-enforce our best watering practices. 

 

Different genera require different watering intervals but one thing all genera share is the need to be 

watered thoroughly when they are watered. Be sure that all the medium and the roots of the orchid 

plant are saturated when one has finished watering them. To achieve this happy state, more than 

one application of water is required. Because water coheres to water better than it adhered to any 

dry surface, the first application of water serves merely to "set up" the roots and medium for the se-

cond more deeply penetrating douse. The same coherent quality of water dictates that water 

should only be applied to the point of run-off. Once water is running off a surface or out the bottom 

of a pot, they can get no wetter with that application of water. Make both the Water Management 

District and your orchids happy by waiting a few minutes and making a second application to the 

point of run-off. 

 

If the medium and roots appear to be still less than saturated (usually their appearance or the 

weight of the container will tell), give it a minute and apply more water to the point of run-off. In very 

dry weather orchid roots behave like a cork in a wine bottle, they are too dry to easily wet. Several 

judicially spaced applications of water are needed to break through this dryness. Don't drain the 

Everglades by trying to wash away the dry in a single prolonged deluge. 

 

Now is a good time to renew one's stock of water breaking devices. The shower head like breakers 

and mist heads allow the maximum efficiency of application and the maximum conservation of wa-

ter. Every serious orchidist's bag of tricks should contain several of these widely available devices. 

Home Depot has them packaged with a watering wand that also by directing the spray allows the 

grower to get more water on the plants and less on himself. Make a virtue of necessity and water 

our orchid thoroughly and well! 

Make sure you pass by the  

Silent Auction Table                  
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Coalition for Orchid Species 
The 2011 - 2012 Board:      

¶ President, Mirta Russis Heineman 

¶ Vice Pres., Carmen Segrera  

¶ Treasurer: Melana Davison 

¶ Secretary: Lori Sell  

¶ Trustees: Carlos Segrera, Erna Maxwell, Katria Whitfield,  Cynthia White, Vivian Waddell, Bill Capps, Ketty 
Bergouignan 

¶ Committees:  
 

¶ Newsletter Editor : Bill Capps                               Advertising/Reporter : Lori Sell 

¶ Raffle: Carmen Segrera, Pat Chen Yin                 Photography: Jean Wilson 

¶ AOS Rep: Lynn Corson                                           Roster: Melana Davison 

¶ Webpage Liaison: Melanie Trexler                        Events Coordinator: Mirta Heineman 

¶ Library: Jorge Casaudoumecq                                 Silent Auction: Cynthia White 

¶ Refreshments: Daisi Vasquez, Odalis & Larry Navarro  

¶ Sunshine: Mirta R. Heineman                                 Bert Pressman Scholarship: Dr. Rene Izquierdo 

Next Month our speaker will be:  

Adrian Hunsberger "Pests that Attach Our Orchids" 

Ms. Hunsberger is the Urban Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator at the University of 

Florida, Miami-Dade County Extension office in Homestead, Florida. Adrian holds a BS degree in 

Horticulture from Virginia Tech and a MS degree in Entomology from the University of Florida. Adrian has over 13 

years of research experience at the University of Florida using biological and organic pest control methods.  

 

 

    Don’t forget to visit our web site  

       http://www.cosspecies.com  

    and visit Facebook  

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=163001178319  

http://www.cosspecies.com
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=163001178319

