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Dear COS member,

Summer is here, at least the heat is. Longer days will give us the opportunity to enjoy our or-
chids more, as well as the almost perfect weather of South Florida.

Your orchids now need more fertilizer than any other time of the year because they are really
starting to grow. Be sure that you spray them now for thrips and scale. Also, remember, when the
summer rains begin, to spray your orchids once a month with water and Algaecide at 20% concen-
tration (this is the chemical that you use in your pool). You can buy it at Home Depot: one teaspoon-
ful per gallon of water. This is the best preventer of black rot, which our South Florida orchids are
very susceptible to getting.

Last month we had Francisco Miranda, in an absolutely great presentation about Brazilian
orchids and their habitat.

This month the very knowledgeable and entertaining Craig Morell will talk about our orchid
addiction and its consequences, do not miss this meeting April 18.

In the meantime keep our weather, enjoy your orchids blooming, and make plans to attend
the best Symposium ever — coming up in July.

Always in love with orchids, just as you are,

Your president,
Mirta

This Month -

Craig Morell began growing plants when he was 10 and was an or-
chidist by the time he was 12. After pursuing a degree in horticul-
ture from U.E, which included a stint at Fairchild, he has worked
as a nursery inspector, nurseryman, and horticulturist. He cur-
rently works for Pinecrest Gardens and will be speaking about
that may drive you a bit “buggy”.

Orchid Rehabilitation: Your Backyard Version of the Betty Ford Clinic.
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BITS and PIECES by Mirta Russis-Heineman

The St. Germain Show was very nice. We saw many COS members buying orchids and enjoying the site — which
is a beautiful one. At the show we spied Carol H, Carol D, Maria W, Jose G, Diana G, Jackie W, Rosemarie,
Roxanne, Rene and her sister, Pat, Rafael, Maribel, Alexis, Lucy, Ruth, Lynn C, Buck and Karon. In addition we
had help from Jorge, Carmen (who also donated a flower arrangement that we raffled), Bill, Marie F. Linda B, Lin-
da C, Lori and Millie.

Thanks very much for the help and the support that you gave our local vendors. We recruited 11 new members
and made contact with a lot of people who may be up-and-coming members as well.

The winner of the raffle at the St. Germain Festival was Rafael Toledo.

Our big Symposium is on the way. We need all the help we can get in signing up membership prospects. Please
talk to all of your friends from other orchid societies and have flyers with you all the time so you can let people
know the particulars. There is no substitute for a warm personal invitation. This is a unique event, with the best
speakers in the whole blooming world of orchids. It is an event that you do not want to miss taking advantage of,
and to enjoy a busy day of learning and sharing. Make your plans. Do not wait until the last minute to decide.

The bus trip is coming down the road too. Reserve your seat soon. He who hesitates is lost, she also.
At our meeting we will be able to announce the nurseries that we have made arrangements to visit.

If you did not pay already to renew your membership do it now. April 30th is the deadline to be in the roster.
And please let us know of any change in address, phone, e-mail or name to update the roster.

Remember, to see Loti at the hospitality table to get credit for your attendance to meetings. Starting this year you
most attend at least 5 meetings to receive an orchid at the Holiday party.

See you at the meeting April 18t

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUN!

We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011:

Join COS and get a

Single $25; s
Dual $35; Family (3+ persons) $45. L cotelly cnnliiii

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your orchid socie-
ty membership for the new year, or use our convenient PAYPAL option on
www.cosspecies.com to pay your dues! See Vivian Waddell for more infor-
mation, or contact her at VCWaddell@yahoo.com.
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BEGINNER'S SERIES

Orchid Culture — Part 4 — Light and Temperature

Text by STEPHEN R. BATCHELOR

Undeniably, light has a vital role in plant life. By means of photosynthesis, plants convert light energy into the stored
chemical energy of sugars and starches. These energy (or food) reserves are then released through respiration for use in
maintenance of existing tissue, growth, and reproduction. A proper balance between photosynthesis and respiration is
essential if a plant is to grow and flower well.

IN THEORY

The goal of the orchid grower, like that of our modern world, should be to encourage energy production while at the
same time minimizing energy use. Higher light intensities of longer duration can be given to a plant to increase photo-
synthesis and energy production. Because it is greatly influenced by temperature, while photosynthesis is not, respiration
can be slowed down by lower temperatures to a rate at which energy release is less than the rate of energy production.
This allows for some accumulation of reserves for future needsd such as flowering. This explanation, though certainly
theoretical and oversimplified, is very much reflected in contemporary orchid -growing experience and practice. Orchids
are well known to need a certain minimum amount of light to flower. Best flowering generally occurs under higher light
intensities of longer duration. These are conditions which (other essentials well provided) lead to a greater accumulation
of the food reserves needed for flowering. At the same time, highlight conditions may tax an orchid's light tolerance.
Standard recommendations for temperature call for conditions at least 10-15°F (5.58°C) cooler at night than during the
day, with the restriction that temperatures not be much less than 45-50°F (7-10°C) or more than 90-95°F (32-35°C) for
any prolonged period. The consensus seems to be that a daily range of 555°F (1325°C) is generally the most ideal.
Cooler temperatures at night, when respiration continues while photosynthesis does not, slows down the rate of energy
expenditure, keeping it apace with the production of energy reserves during the day.

LIGHT AND TEMPERATURE TOLERANCE

Many orchids can tolerate temperatures well down into the 40's F (4-10°C), even into the upper 30's (3-4°C), without
significant damage, but at these temperatures both respiration 8 and growth & occur at a snail's pace. At or near the
freezing point, severe damage can take place, ice crystals acting like countless, tiny knives in susceptible plant tissue. An-
yone who has had the misfortune of having their orchids exposed to freezing temperatures, or, to a less disastrous extent,
has had a leaf come into contact with the icy surface of exterior glass in the wintertime, knows the horrible result. The
dying tissue usually becomes soft, limp, and black. Towards the other extreme, many orchids can withstand tempera-
tures well into the 90's F (low 30's C) for some time. Hobbyists nearly everywhere, particularly in the summer, can't help
but believe this! The "thermal death point" for cattleya leaves, for example, has been determined to be around 110°F (43°
C), but this depends on the duration of exposure and other considerations. The actual temperature of the plant tissue
itself is the real concern, and one deciding factor, besides ambient temperature, is light.

"Light is more often than not the limiting factor in the orchid environment. Or, perhaps, one should say increased green-
house air temperature and increased leaf temperatures by light are limiting, not light per se." (Withner, 1964) All of us

are familiar with this phenomenon, having been outside on a sunny day. Sunlight can warm orchid leaves far above the
temperature of the surrounding air, as it does us.

So while the air temperature on a sunny, warm day may not seem too extreme for orchids, the combination of warm air
temperatures and solar heating can in no time bake an unprotected plant. The resulting heat build-up in the exposed tis-
sue causes scorched patches to develop, which blacken with continued overexposure. This of course should be avoided,
as it reduces an orchid's food manufacturing ability and is persistent and unsightly.

ORCHID RESPONSES

Short of cooking or freezing to a lifeless, black mess, orchids have characteristic responses to light and temperatures shy
of intolerable. Being highly adaptive plants, they can, after a period of gradual adjustment, tolerate a wide range of con-
ditions.

In general, orchids become shorter and stockier if given higher light. Leaves under these conditions frequently become
less green, more yellow, and may even become reddish. Growing pseudobulbs and flower stalks are known to exude a
sugary substance under such bright situations. The most desirable hightlight reaction, though, is increased flowering
(assuming that other factors in growth are kept fairly in balance).

On the other hand, lower light intensities cause a general elongation of plant tissue. Orchids will not only become some-
what more extended under low light, but less robust. Leaves tend to become greener. Flowering will decrease, or not oc-
cur at all, as a consequence of the decline in photosynthesis and a dwindling of the energy reserves it provides. Flowering
is also likely to be poor under high temperatures, but for a different reason. Particularly at night, warm temperatures can
cause respiration to occur at such a quickened pace as to outrun the rate of photosynthesis during the day. This can lead
to a depletion of energy reserves, in turn bringing about a decline of vigor, and poor, erratic flowering. Towards the op-
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posite extreme, low temperatures, in part by slowing down the respiration rate, can slow growth and delay flowering.

FLOWER INDUCTION BY DAYLENGTH AND TEMPERATURE

Flowering can be affected by daily light duration, or photoperiod, as well. Certain orchid species appear to be sensitive to

day length (or, rather, the duration of uninterrupted darkness). For example, a numberof / | § tspeies( ® f I oA G|
Y2 &aaAl SzI,ahdothérd)habeypées tound to be encouraged to flower by "short days" and discouraged from flow-

ering by "long days". Other / | § f sPe&iés in contrast (including/ ® R2gAl yI = / ® A VaileSondderBdA | = / «
by some to be "long day" plants, tending to initiate buds during longer daylight periods. At the same time, however,

many of these same species declined flowering, regardless of dayength, when subjected to night temperatures no lower

than 65°F (18°C). A minimum night temperature of 55°F (13°C) was frequently necessary for any flowering. This phe-

nomenon in orchids seems neither independent of temperature, nor clearly understood. The majority of orchids com-

monly grown have not been properly tested, though a great many hybrids appear to be "day neutral”, flowering at no

particular day or night length. A number of orchids also tested, while insensitive to daylength, were found to be "low
temperature responders”, flowering only after a night temperature of 55°F (13°C) or less had been provided for a period

of time. Several cymbidiums, dendrobiums, and at | LJK A 2 Lsl%&es hageYbeen put into this category. For a survey of

the rather scanty information on the subject of flower induction by photoperiod or temperature, see REFERENCES: Ro-

tor, 1959; Arditti, 1966, 1967.

IN PRACTICE

Light and temperature tolerance are terribly conditional characteristics in orchids.

Both the inherent tendencies of a species and its hybrids, and the conditions in which the plant is grown, are determin-
ing factors. For example, a species which has evolved in a natural environment characterized by high light intensity
(such as exposed rock, open meadow, or the upper branches of trees) will of course require highethan-average light
intensities to flower properly in an artificial environment, as well. Even so, that very same species could actually burn in
culture under the same light intensities encountered in its habitat, if, for instance, the surrounding air is hot, dry and
stagnant. The growing environment of any plant, whether it be out in the wild or in the relatively tame surroundings of
the indoors, is a result of the complex interaction of multiple factors. No one factor is free from the influence of another.
Light and temperature, as apparent from this discussion, certainly are not. In this regard, guidelines found in the litera-
ture indicating light and temperature (as well as other) needs of the various genera are approximations at best, and can-
not take into account the strong influence of other factors in an individual's particular growing environment. A begin-
ner's only recourse, once these general guidelines have been followed, is to closely observe the responses of his plants to
their total environment, and to act accordingly. To act accordingly begins with an understanding of how orchids respond
to varying conditions. The review of temperature and light responses provided here comes largely from personal experi-
ence; similarly a beginner's own experiences will be his ultimate 8 and most convincing 6 teacher. To respond properly
once you have perceived that your plants are "unhappy"” requires an "intuition" also developed through experience. Nev-
ertheless, the experiences related by others are of some help.

Too much light, causing the obvious response of varying degrees of burning or stunting, can be fairly easily remedied by
shading. Growers outdoors or in greenhouses usually cannot do without some shading, especially in the summer. Those
who grow orchids in windows only occasionally are faced with too much sunlight, but burning can be more insidious
under these conditions. Windowsill hobbyists who are not careful to observe all sides of their plants, and to rotate them
periodically, may discover to their dismay (as | did, with the ascocenda. That while the side of the plant facing inward
may show no signs of light stress, the less apparen® and most exposedd side facing the window may be cooking to a
crisp. Regular rotation of plants will prevent this & and lopsidedness, since orchids grow toward light. It is best not to
disturb a plant while in spike, however, so as not to confuse the orientation of the flowers.

Window areas which receive few hours of direct sunlight a day may bring about the low-light response of weakened
growth and poor flowering. Summering outdoors can compensate for this somewhat, but growers under these limita-
tions might be more satisfied with a selection from the lower -light -requiring genera, over those more demanding. If
flowering by these more light-tolerant genera is still unacceptable under these conditions, then the wisest action would
be to grow under lights. Good flowering of the low-light genera under lights is well substantiated.

Providing the recommended growing temperatures can present even more of a challenge to the indoor grower. During
the winter months, adequate heating need only be given to keep day and night temperatures from going below the bene-
ficial range. Most hobbyists, in these times of high heating costs, are more than happy to allow night temperatures to fall
into the 50's F (10-15°C) in their homes! (Energy conservation can be taken too far with orchids, however. While warm-
blooded humans can survive, albeit perhaps not happily, with a sweater or two in temperatures never crawling above 50
or 55°F, most orchids may only persist in a state of suspended growth. On sunny days, though, sunlight again will go far
in warming the plants.) On the other hand, achieving these same temperatures, indoors or outdoors, in the summertime
during a heat-wave may be outof-the-question in most parts of the country. Higher light intensities and longer days can
compensate for the resulting increase in the respiration rate at night by increased food production during the day o for
those who grow in windows, greenhouses or outdoors and depend on natural light. But those who grow under lights can-
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not vary their light conditions considerably, and some decline can be noted in plants under lights which are subjected
to nighttime temperatures no lower than the high 70's F (25 -26°C). Here at the Cambridge office, a protracted hot spell
last summer during which nighttime temperatures did not fall below 80°F (27°C) for days on end (the sunshine through
our abundant window area causing a tremendous build-up of heat, despite the airconditioning) caused the paphiopedi-
lums especially to suffer. Leaf tips, even on newer leaves, began to brown and die back (a symptom which ceased with
the cooler late-summer, early-fall weather). And even though the plants endured the heat with fairly good new growths
which matured and produced sheaths in response to the cooler weather that following fall, flowering was poor during
the winter, nearly half the buds blasting in sheath. No wonder many grow under lights in basements not so subject to
these extremes!

All orchid growers are occasionally faced with conditions, particularly those of light and temperature, largely out of their
control. Even while this can be the case, other important factors in orchid culture & water, nutrients, air movement and,
toa lesser extent, humidity & are very much subject to the discretion of the grower.

Provided with care, they can help compensate for, or lessen the negative impact of, other inadequacies or excesses in
culture. These other vital aspects in orchid growing will be considered in the next article for this series. 8 y n { KSNX I y
{GNBSGzZ /FYONARRISS

al 34l OKdzaSga numnnod
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€ Symposium
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Sunday Coalition for Orchid Species
July 24, 2011
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Five Fantastic Speakers:

Peter Lin, Big Leaf Orchids,-Ph al aenopsi s Species

Greg Allikas, Orchidworks.com, AOS Photographer -

Four Pairs of Eight of a Kind: The Confu
Prem Subrahmanyam, FLNativeOrchids.com -

Orchids in Our Backyard: Florida’s Wild
Roy Tokunaga, H&R Nurseries, AOS Judge -

Dendrobium Species: Growing and Fl owerin
Speci men Pl ants

Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids, AOS Judge -

The Species of Catasetum, Cycnoches, & N

Orchid sales wil!|l be available during the day,

as wel |l as AOS judging.
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Thanks to the mem- Members that Volunteer

bers to bring food for the
that brought April Meeting
food for the

Meeting in March Ketty Bergouignan

Judie Armstrong

Judie Armstrong Odalis Navarro
Bill Capps Lisa Coello

Lisa Coello Bill Capps
Johnane Sufort Millie Rodriguez
Christina Pascual Maria Cerna
Joan Schmidt

Pat Chen Yin

Mary Foster-Munn

Loorraine Lee

Javier Morejon
Jennifer Brown

Mirta Heineman
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ADVENTURE (g | IFE

Orchi ds of Costa R

This tour highlights areas of Costa Rica where a wide variety of Orchids grow. Bike through the CATIE Botanical gardens, float down
the Celeste River, visit the Children's Eternal Rainforest in Monteverde and then head to the National patks of Carara and Manuel An-

tonio. The perfect tour for the avid orchid lover or photographer. $ 2 3rHbce based on a group ofl 22 or m
days starting and ending in San Jose, Costa Rica

http:// wwWi féveomur e

Upcoming Events

Theast Evergl ades o\ | T & ’.\
Bl hes ammEl REDLAND INTERNATIONAL
ORCHID AUCTION ORCHID FESTIVAL
Tuesday April 26, 2011
at the University of Florida I;/(I)?AXA 3'(;3(;';;)/'

Miami-Dade Extension Bldg. _ _
Fruit & Spice Park

18710 SW 288 St
24801 SW 187th Ave.
Homestead, Fl Homestead, Florida
Time 7:00 PM America's Favorite

Orchid Festival !

admission - only $10


http://www.adventure-life.com/tours/orchids-of-costa-rica-2059/#tab-summaryC:/Users/cappsb/Documents/Backyard Visit Eduardo's House
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UPCOMING EVENTS

You ANOW
you want
one!

Get yourself
aCoS

: R :I_IID POLO SHIRT for the new year!

You know that COS has fashionable, high qual-

A l | < I ION ity polo shirts available to our membership in all
These lovely

sizes and many different colors.
shirts come with the COS logo embroidered

PAN AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY ovet the breast, ot with high-quality washable

transfer (for $18). Price for S, M for §20, LL -

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011 XXL for $22.  See Mirta at the up-
7:00 PM coming meeting for shirt samples and
o available colors.

AT

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
11295 S.W. 57 AVENUE (RED ROAD)
PINECREST

GOT SPECIES?

Get your 2011 COS Newsletters
on the web at

WWWw, cosspecies.com

e FREE REFRESHMENTS
e A FREE ORCHID EVERY HALF HOUR

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-
fy.com, and Home Page photos by
Greg Allikas,

MAE TANG ORCHIDS The Florida-Caribbean Regional
Judging Center of the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids

in flower to be judged by our teams of experienced

Holidays designed especially for
orchid enthusiasts.

Are you still planning your vacation for
2011? Why not join us for our'Orchids of
Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-
pliment the W.O.C. For more information -

including a slide show of our last tour:

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to
learn more about orchids and the process of judg-
ing orchids. We meet the THIRD Saturday of
each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden, Corbin Bldg,, 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral
www.theorchidman.com Gables, FL. Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.



http://www.theorchidman.com/
http://www.orchidworks.com
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Welcome new members for the month of
March 11

Magdalena Rosales, Rafael Figueras
Hong Liu, Esther & Roberto Rincon
Angela Rodriguez, Armando Mantellini
Castula Guille, Liest Castella, Zoe Ortiz,
Jose E. & Andrea Aguilar, and
Nelson & Lidia Gaztambide

Some Facts about Species
Did you know?
* Unlike hybrids, most species have a pronounced rest period with reduced water.
To find out about a specific species, check reference books.

* Some species are exposed to intense sun after the leaves on the trees where they
grow fall, at the start of the dry season. This is especially true on many of the
pendulous Dendrobium, in which the intense sun ripens the growth. Example is
Den. anosmum (a.k.a. superbum), etc.

* Species should only be fertilized during active growth. Remember they have a rest
period! (Hybrids can be fertilized year round due to the mix of species in their
background)

* Many species depend on long or short day-length to bloom. This is why they
bloom at a specific time of the year, and not at another time. If your orchids are
next to security light which is on all night, there is a chance that they won’t bloom.
* Many species have a specific pollinator in nature, which insures seed and future
generations in the wild.
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Dr. Martin Motes, author of the bestselingF | or i da Or chi d Gr o willregsuniohistadclaimgd Mo nt h
series of free orchid classes on Saturday, March 25", The classes are based upon Dr. Motes' 50 years
of orchid growing experience in S. Florida and cover all aspects of orchid culture.

Saturday "ApGi 6wilbg Phal aenopsis in S. FI ori da
All classes start at 11:00 Am. and last 1 hour
Motes Orchids will be open to the public from 10AM to 5PM on days when classes are held.

Motes Orchids is located at 25000 SW 162 Ave, that's just south of Coconut Palm Drive (248 St) and SW 162 Ave.
Motes Orchids is 2 1/2 miles due east of the Redland Fruit and Spice Park in the heart of the Redland tropical agri-
cultural district. Take Turnpike south to US 1 at exit 12, continue south on US 1 to 248St, then right (west) on 248St
to 162 Ave then left (south) one block to Motes Orchids.

Call 305-247-4398 or email mmartinr@bellsouth.net for further information.

The Orchidi

Professional orchid services

specializing in collection maintenance

g and collection building

L. anceps O6Melanad AM/ AOS

E Complete orchid maintenance

Melana Davison
Phone: 760-212-8919 Email: orchidiva@att.net

“When two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfume”


mailto:mmartinr@bellsouth.net
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html
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Please patronize our loyal advertisers!

A TOUCH OF CLASS
1 ’ 9 ;"r‘A'ident
BN Couts Oppene
P -y

305.588.7433 305.260.0559 csorchids@bellsouth.net www.csorchids.com

Pinecrest Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Cynthia Langdon DVM
Dr. James P Dugan DVM

12521 South Dixie Highway
Pinecrest, FL 33156

305-278-1300

fax 305-278-1400

5@ SoroA ORrcHIDS, INC.

An Exquisite Encounter With Nature®™

25750 S.W. 177" Ave. » Homestead, Florida 33031
Tel: (305) 247-2566 * Fax: (305) 247-2955
www.soroa.com © Email: soroa@att.net

o Mo
" Orchids, Inc.

2 KSNB vdzZ fAGe A& & ¢NI
Hymnn {2 mMyH ! @Sod 3

305-245-4570 * rforchids@aol.com *www.rforchids.com

TOM DE MELLO, REALTOR ", ABR , CIPS
Accredited Buyer Representative
Certified International Property Specialist

(305) 801-1679 DIRECT
(305) 253-2800 EXT. 109 OFFICE
(786) 206-0962 FAX

tbmello@bellsouth.net

BANKERQO

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

12155 S. Dixie Highway
Miami, FL. 33156

Owned And Operated By NRT LLC www.MyKeysToFlorida.com

0 ORTIZ INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
I HEALTH « LIFE  INDIOVIDUAL & GROUP INSURANCE
A MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS INSURANCE

Susana and Victor Ortiz

7440 S.W. 100 Court » Miam, FL 33173
Ph 305-271-2270 « Fax 305-595-8439 « Cell 305-333-7988

37 W 550 Binme Road - PQO. Box 25
Dundee, linois 601 18-0025

(847) 428-8500 - Fax (847) 428-8527
oakhillgardens@sprinumail.com
Oakhillgardens.com

For Sale
Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)
For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054

(4 or 5 steps)

RAa
2Y.


mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
mailto:tbmello@bellsouth.net
http://www.mykeystoflorida.com
http://www.oakhillgardens.com/
http://www.csorchids.com
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Martin Motes, PhD

ISBN: 978-0-9674343-6-0
2011, 224 paginas
$24.95

Desde edad temprana, Martin Motes, natural de Florida, ha
estado cultivando orquideas en el sur de Miami por mas de
cincuenta anos. Su orientacion y sus consejos provienen
de su conocimiento profundo y experiencia practica del
mundo subtropical a nivel local. Orientaciones mensuales
conducen al aspirante a cultivador de orquideas a través

de las complejidades del clima cambiante y de las

HOME | BOOKS | ORDER | LINKS | ABOUT | SUBSCRIBE
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Cultivo de orquideas en Florida: mes por mes

-~

condiciones de cultivo predominantes durante todo el ano
en Florida, es decir, de sus ventajas y peligros. Se ofrecen
soluciones practicas a los problemas, asi como al control y
a la prevencion de plagas y enfermedades. Se sugieren
materiales y herramientas para su cultivo, y se indican sus
lugares de procedencia.

Escrito con un estilo humoristico y facil de comprender, la
obra Cultivo de Orquideas de Florida hara de cada lector
un experto. Esta guia especifica para Florida sera de valor
inmenso para los cultivadores de orquideas tropicales y

fe.

. Cultivo.

¢ Orquideas
en Florida

Mes por mes, .

A
P~ |

Martin Motes, _Phl}"
- s {4

’

subtropicales de todas partes.

Lea capitulos de muestra.

ORDEN ESTE LIBRO

The ORCHID DIGEST Diamond Award

Orchid societies can now honor a special\
member with this new award—a glass paperweight in
the shape of a diamond, and inscribed "Orchid Digest
Diamond Award of Excellence". Your orchid society
can choose the reason for the award: excellent work as
the newsletter or webpage editor; bringing in the most
show-and-tell plants to monthly meetings; signing up
the most new members, for example. One award is
available per year to any society affiliated with Orchid
Digest. The award is 3 inches (8 cm) in diameter. Cost is
$15 for postage and handling. Contact Simone Friend,
4349 Dogwood Avenue, Seal Beach, CA 90740; e-mail:
orchidsimonef@aol.com. To learn how to become an
Orchid Digest affiliated society, contact Karen Muir,
Orchid Digest Affiliated Societies, ¢/o The Huntington
Botanical Center, 1151 Oxford Rd, San Marino, CA

!)1108; e-mail: muirkl@aol.com J
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+ Be observant. Spend at least a few
minutes with your orchids every day and
try to set aside a few hours each week to
tend to their needs. It is easier to solve
culture problems before they become
severe. Learn what the needs are for each
species, hybrid, genus or type of orchid
you grow.

¢ Before you can evaluate the health
of your own orchids you should know
what healthy orchids look like. Make note
of how healthy leaves and roots look and
feel. Visit orchid shows and orchid nurser-
ies whenever possible. Join a local orchid

society and ask questions of the veteran Cattieya Day Tripper “‘Palimer Orchids’,
growers. Knowledge of local culture HCC/AOS (Tripp Johnston x Caudebec),
practices is far better than what you can grown by Palmer Orchids and exhibited
find in a book. Keep written records if it by Piantio La Orquidea at the 2010 Fort
helps you remember what you do right or Lauderdale Orchid Show.

wrong.

+ Water is number one. Have your water tested at your local agriculture office an-
nually. or buy a pH meter to monitor water quality regularly. Without the proper pH,
orchid plants cannot properly uptake the nutritional elements for optimum growth.
Learn to water properly and how watering affects the medium in the pot you are water-
ing. While you can get by just waving a hose over a plant in its winter rest, you need to
thoroughly soak most orchids when they are in active growth. Don’t be afraid to poke a
finger down into a pot to find out what the interior conditions are like.

+ “Follow the roots.” Plants with vigorous root systems are capable of utilizing
more water and more fertilizer. Plants with shy root systems are susceptible to root rot if
given the same copious amounts of water and fertilizer. While this seems perfectly logi-
cal, as I sit here reading this from my notes, I realize that it is probably the reason why I
have had trouble growing orchids such as Cattleva schofieldiana and Cattleya velutina.

¢ Should you lose an orchid’s roots due to overwatering or stale medium, he sug-
gests removing it from the pot and trimming off all dead roots. You can place it in an
empty clay pot or on a bench, but keep it dry until new growth begins. Occasional mist-
ing can keep the plant from becoming too desiccated.

¢ Weak plants and bare-root imports benefit from a half-hour soak in a gallon of
water (3.8 L) to which a tablespoon of granulated sugar has been added. Spread plants
on newspaper and spray with a broad-spectrum fungicide, such as Thiomyl®™.

+ Kelp. in either liquid or powder form. can help stressed plants survive until they
develop strong root systems. Use as a foliar spray several times a week.

¢ In recent years. Palmer has been growing Sun Bulb phalaenopsis hybrids in sphag-
num moss and keeping it much drier that is customary. “We let the moss get dry on top,
but still springy inside the pot before we water. You don’t want to let it get crackly dry
because it is hard to rewet it. But we see better root growth by keeping phalaenopsis a
bit on the dry side.™

¢ Repot orchids in spring and summer and only when there is active root growth.
Plants should not be disturbed in winter unless it means otherwise losing the orchid. At
Sun Bulb, the greenhouse crews uses wheelbarrow bins (without the wheels or frame) to
hold potting media. They make a convenient, portable potting station.

¢ Harden off out-of-flask seedlings for two—six weeks in empty flats, or on trays
lined with newspaper. You can spray them with a broad-spectrum fungicide when you
first remove them. Palmer does not use compots. After plants removed from flasks are
hardened off, they are potted directly into 2-inch (5-cm) pots. — Greg Allikas.
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Coalition for Orchid Species

2011 Officers
President Mirta Russis Heineman
Vice-President Carmen Segrera
Treasurer Melana Davison
Secretary Lori Sell

Immediate Past Pres. Eduardo Marcellini

2011 Board of Directors
Erna Maxwell Katria Whifeld
Carlos Segrera Bill Capps

Ketty Bergouignan Cynthia White
Vivian Waddell

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUNI!
We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011:
Single $25

Dual $35

Family (3+ persons) $45

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your
orchid society membership for the new year, or use our convenient
PAYPAL option on

www.cosspecies.com to pay your dues! See Vivian Waddell for
more information,

or contact her at VCWaddell@yahoo.com.

SEE www.cosspecies.com for the updated membership

Next Month May 16 our speaker will be:
PURIFICATION ORCHIDS

“The Orchids of the Philippines, Their Beauty and Diversity”



