
 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE         

This Months Speaker Will Be -  

Meets every third Monday of the month  June 2011  

Adrian Hunsberger "Pests that Attach Our Orchids" 

Ms. Hunsberger is the Urban Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator at the Uni-

versity of Florida, Miami-Dade County Extension office in Homestead, Florida. Adrian holds a 

BS degree in Horticulture from Virginia Tech and a MS degree in Entomology from the Uni-

versity of Florida. Adrian has over 13 years of research experience at the University of Florida 

using biological and organic pest control methods.  

Dear COS members and friends,  

 What weather in Miami, it is so hot that I cannot work with my orchids after 11:00 a.m.  
Try to protect your orchids as much as possible from the heat.  Switch your orchid around so they 
never get sun after 11:00 am - at least no direct sun.   

 Water them more often.  If  you water by hand, spray as early as possible so they stay wet 
for a longer period of  time.  

  As soon as daily rains begin, remember to protect them from fungus.   I spray mine with 
water and a teaspoon of  algaecide - the one you buy at Home Depot, (people use it for pools too 
now is 20%, and so it is stronger.)  

 Last month we had Anne Purificacion from the Philippines.  She was a great communicator 
and gave us lots of  information about many orchids that are dear to us. 

 This month we will hear Andean Hunberger, who, will be teaching us how to protect and 
care for your babies against all sorts of  diseases and pests that are attract to them.  Every Sunday I 
look forward to reading her column in the garden section of  the Miami Herald. 

 In the meantime, I hope to see you all at the meeting. 

 

YŜŜǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΗ  

aƛǊǘŀ 

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES  
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens  

10901 Old Cutler Road  

Coral Gables, Florida  

www.cosspecies.com  
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

bƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 

We are very happy to announce that Julie Armstrong is the Chairperson of  the Conservation 
Committee.   All should make plans to help her in this effort.  If  you are interested in helping, re-
member there is no experience required, please contact her at her e-mail address rj3326@aol.com 

   We were planning to place some orchids on the trees at the Juvenile Courthouse at the end of  
this month. However, Richard Fulford who is helping us with this program is out of  the country.   
So we are going to postpone it for a later date, which we will let you know. 

  /h{ aŜƳōŜǊǎ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ ¢ƻǳǊ 

This year as we planned on May 28 a group of COS members and guests went on Fairchildõs pri-
vate tour.  We had a delightful morning.  That weekend they had the Cactus and Succulents Sale 
and Show in the Garden Room which we all attended after the tour.   When we plan theses activi-
ties, be sure to come and enjoy all the benefits of  your COS membership.  

See the photos of  that day in the Newsletter. On page 4. 

Continued on next page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"In June, as many as a dozen species may burst their buds on a single day.  No man can heed all of  
these anniversaries; no man can ignore all of  them."   
-  Aldo Leopold  

 

If  you would like to have something in the newslet-

ter just send it to Bill Capps at  cappsb@att.net.   

 

I reserve the right to edit the piece to fit allowable space and for content. 

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUN!   

We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011:   

    Single $25;  

 Dual $35; Family ( 3+ persons ) $45.   

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your orchid 

Join COS and get a 

beautiful pin with our 

society emblem! 

mailto:rj3326@aol.com
mailto:cappsb@att.net?subject=COS%20newsletter%20editor
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hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{5! 

On Saturday, June 5, we attended an infrequent Open House at the US Department 
of Agriculture tropical plant and tree conservatory off Old Cutler Road near Deering 
Bay. 

A small band of notorious COS orchid-huggers made it to the event as volunteers: 
Lori, Judie, Bill, Ketty and Mirta. 

Additionally, we had been invited to set a up table in a green, shady spot to let people 
know about COS. Thus we had an opportunity to meet a most varied and interesting 
group of people, advertise our Symposium, recruit some new members, and spend 
much of the day in comfort, making friends and learning about what other people are 
doing to conserve our environment. 

As part of the dayôs program the folks there had a lychee-tasting contest that we all 
enjoyed ï along with a number of other engaging activities. All guests, after registra-
tion, were given a Plumeria.  

Unfortunately, we learned about this event too late to send a message in time for our 
members to mobilize and enjoy it. Now COS is on the mailing list of the organization 
that sponsored this program.  Next year we will know to let you know so you too can 
be there. 
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COSõs Private Tour  

at Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens 



 

 

)ÎÖÁÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÃÈÉÄ ÓÎÁÔÃÈÅÒÓ 
By Ella Davies Reporter, BBC Nature  

Ruthless hunters track their prey around the globe, snatching stunning individuals from their homes before they can even be named. The 
beauties only surface in the shadiest of nurseries and high prices for their lives are agreed under the counter by hungry-eyed collectors. 
This is not the plot from a harrowing tale of people smuggling but the fate of rare and highly prized orchids. The plants have inspired 
frenzied collection since the 18th century with their lustrous blooms and incredible variety.  Now, scientists say the illegal collection of 
orchids is pushing species to the edge of extinction, with dire consequences for biodiversity. With some vulnerable species available on 
the black market before they can even be formally named, biologists and customs officers alike are battling to preserve the captivating 
plants. 

Sex appeal 

Admired for their beauty, orchids make up the largest family of flowering plants (Orchidaceae) with over 26,000 species. The plants vary 
enormously from tiny 3-4mm Bulbophyllum minutissimum to 20m long vanillas: lianas that grow high up in rainforest. What unites them is 
the unique way they germinate from seeds, developing a tuberous mass of cells to form a seedling plant. For orchid admirers however it is 
the sensual differences between the plants that inspire such admiration and many are driven wild by the unique shape, scent and sight of 
new species. Victorian Britons referred to the condition as "orchidelerium", an insatiable lust for collecting the plants.  From delicate 
ghost orchids to the beautifully coloured petals of Cattleya, the aesthetic appeal of orchids is obvious. Throughout history the plants have 
been considered "overtly sexual" with voluptuous blooms sporting enlarged lips (labellum): pouting platforms to entice insect pollinators. 
But the individuality and appeal of orchids also makes them vulnerable. "Orchids are naturally rare with many species only being known 
from a handful of populations," says orchid expert Dr David Roberts from the Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology at the Uni-
versity of Kent, UK. "Smuggling only effects the groups that are specifically in demand which isn't all orchids. However for the groups 
that are sought after, such as slipper orchids, it is a big problem." 

High price 

Rare species can fetch a pretty penny; a single stem of the Rotchschild's Orchid (Paphiopedilum rothschildianum), known as the Gold of Kin-
abalu, is reported to command prices of around $5000. After its discovery in 1987 this slipper orchid, remarkable for its imposing hori-
zontal petals, was stripped from the wild by orchid smugglers bringing it close to extinction. Despite reintroduction of the plant from 
cultivated seedlings, it is still described as endangered and its few known wild locations in Kinabalu National Park in Sabah, Malaysia are 
kept a closely guarded secret. However, not all species are afforded the same protection. Last year, Asian orchid expert Dr Jaap J Ver-
meulen studied an orchid collected by conservationists in a national park in Sarawak, Malaysia. But before he could describe the new spe-
cies to science, it had been introduced to the black market. "Bulbophyllum kubahense is a particularly beautiful species with a dense [cluster] 
of fairly large, white, heavily purple spotted flowers. That makes it desirable to orchid growers," Dr Vermeulen explains. "Traders found 
the species in a conservation area, and first thought that is was a particularly luxuriant form of another, similar looking species... Plants 
appeared in nurseries in Sarawak, Singapore and Thailand." Through his analysis, published in the journal Plant Systematics and Evolu-
tion, Dr Vermeulen confirmed that the plant was a "true novelty". "It is beautiful, and it is rare: only known from a single locality near 
Kuching, Sarawak. That will put the price up, and with it the collecting pressure on the natural population," he warns. 

Populations stripped 

This is not the first time an orchid has been endangered before it has even been formally described. Such is the demand from collectors, 
smugglers scour the globe for new species of orchid, sometimes removing whole populations of plants before anyone else knows of their 
existence. Dr Vermeulen cites examples from peninsular Malaysia and Vietnam but the most famous example comes from Peru. Phrag-
mipedium kovachii was first found in 2001 and is referred to as one of the most important natural history discoveries of the last decade. A 
foot tall with striking purple blooms, it is a distinctive member of the lady's slipper family, named for their slipper-shaped petal pouches. 
Orchid dealer James Kovach bought the orchid from a roadside vendor in Peru and travelled back to his native US with it. Within days, 
the Peruvian authorities asked the US Fish and Wildlife Service to investigate the plant, as all Phragmipedium are banned from export under 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). After its initial description, illegally plucked specimens of P. ko-
vachii were reportedly changing hands amongst frenzied growers for as much as $10,000. Kovach received two years probation and was 
made to pay a fine of $1000 for violating the endangered species act. The orchid still bears the name kovachii but is now limited to a few 
authorised growers in Peru. Although conservationists acknowledge the prosecution, they say the fines are not high enough to deter 
smugglers from their billion dollar enterprise. "To a dedicated collector of wild-sourced orchids, price has no bearing," says Dr Richard 
Thomas, from the wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic International. Dr Thomas says it is "notoriously difficult" to estimate the 
value of illicit trade. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Orchidaceae
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Tropical_and_subtropical_moist_broadleaf_forests
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/1085337n2712nr83/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/1085337n2712nr83/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_9269000/9269338.stm
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Ruthless collection 

According to Traffic's figures, the legal trade in live orchids in Europe alone involves more than 370 million plants. These orchids adhere 
to the CITES regulations: they come from licensed nurseries that hold the appropriate permits for international trade. In these nurseries, 
single specimens are duplicated through micropropagation: creating thousands of cloned plants for the consumer market. Despite ad-
vances, this process is costly and time-consuming. The cloned plants are also considered inferior by collectors that value the variety in 
wild orchids' blooms. "There are a small number of hard core 'collectors' for whom only a wild-sourced orchid will do, and they can be 
ruthless in their pursuit of this goal," says Dr Thomas. "This can have a devastating impact on newly discovered species, where there is 
likely to be a demand created for the plant almost overnight." 

Protecting the future 

The UK's rarest orchid, Cypripedium calceolus, receives round-the-clock police surveillance where it grows on a Lancashire golf course. But 
this level of protection is not globally consistent. In the rainforests of South America and Asia, protecting individual species is an epic 
task. Beyond the practical difficulties of surveying entire rainforests with limited resources, conservationists also have to contend with 
the pressures of developing nations. According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature's orchid specialist group, tropical 
orchid habitat is vanishing as timber is removed, minerals mined and land cleared for roads and housing. Some collectors insist that, by 
removing orchids from areas under threat from human development, they are protecting the future of species. For some orchids, their 
only hope lies in ex-situ conservation: cultivation in nurseries is the only thing keeping species like Paphiopedilum vietnamenese from extinc-
tion. In the interests of biodiversity however, conservationists maintain that orchids must be protected in their natural environment. "For 
species with highly restricted ranges and severely threatened habitat, any removal of wild specimens poses a significant threat," says  Dr 
Thomas. "The loss of any one species is a tragedy - the world needs rich biological diversity to survive. Species have taken millennia to 
evolve, but can be lost in days."  

Taken from BBC Nature Features May 19, 2011 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/12774613  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

              An illustration of the rare Bulbophyllum kubahense  

The longest orchid vine is Vanilla planifolia. The plant is actually a monopodial orchid which can grow up to 100 

feet, or 30.5 meters, in its native habitat of Central America. Vanilla was first used by the Aztecs as a flavoring and 

introduced to the west by the Spanish Conquistadors.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/places/South_America
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/places/Asia
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/12774613
http://orchidspecies.com/vanplanifolia.htm
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aȅ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻΧ 

.ȅ aƛǊǘŀ IŜƛƴŜƳŀƴ 
[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻ ōȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎǳƭƻ ŘŜ  !ƳƛƎƻǎ hǊǉǳƛŘƛǎǘŀǎ ŘŜ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ±ƛŎŜ
-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ  5ǊΦ wŀƳƻƴ wŜȅŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /h{Φ 

/!htw ƘƻƭŘǎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŎŀǊǇŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭǳǎƘ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ 

 

L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ǌŀƛƴȅ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ {Ƙƻǿ-ŀƴŘ-¢Ŝƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘΗΦ  /!htw ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

L ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΦ  L ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 

  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ- ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ !ƳƛƎƻǎ ŘŜ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻΦ 
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{ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ 
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

Wǳƭȅ нпΣ нлмм 
у ŀƳ ǘƻ п ǇƳ CŀƛǊŎƘƛƭŘ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ wƻƻƳ млфлм hƭŘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ wƻŀŘΣ /ƻǊŀƭ DŀōƭŜǎΣ C[ 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎΥ 

ϷпрΦлл ŦƻǊ /h{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ϷрлΦлл ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-/h{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

tǊƛŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǊŀƉŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳũŜǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ 

CƛǾŜ CŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΥ 
tŜǘŜǊ [ƛƴΣ .ƛƎ [ŜŀŦ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ - tƘŀƭŀŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

DǊŜƎ !ƭƭƛƪŀǎΣ hǊŎƘƛŘǿƻǊƪǎΦŎƻƳΣ !h{ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ - 

CƻǳǊ tŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ 9ƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ YƛƴŘΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ .ƛŦƻƭƛŀǘŜǎ 

tǊŜƳ {ǳōǊŀƘƳŀƴȅŀƳΣ C[bŀǝǾŜhǊŎƘƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ - 

hǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƛƴ hǳǊ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΥ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ²ƛƭŘ hǊŎƘƛŘǎ 

wƻȅ ¢ƻƪǳƴŀƎŀΣ Iϧw bǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ !h{ WǳŘƎŜ - 

5ŜƴŘǊƻōƛǳƳ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎΥ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ CƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 

{ǇŜŎƛƳŜƴ tƭŀƴǘǎ 

CǊŜŘ /ƭŀǊƪŜΣ {ǳƴǎŜǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ hǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ !h{ WǳŘƎŜ - 

¢ƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀǘŀǎŜǘǳƳΣ /ȅŎƴƻŎƘŜǎΣ ϧ aƻǊƳƻŘŜǎ 

hǊŎƘƛŘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ !h{ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎΦ 
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.ǳǎ ¢ǊƛǇ нлмм 
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.ǳǎ ¢ǊƛǇ нлмм 
 

 

See a slide show of  the bus trip on the COS Facebook page. Or go to 

http://www.slideshare.net/cappsb/cos-bus-trip 
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Most experienced orchid growers will acknowledge that the majority of orchid culture is hydroponic in nature, as the me-
dium is there primarily for mechanical support, and provides little, in any, nutrition to the plant, with that being provided 

by the nutrient solutions used. 

When most folks think of hydroponics, it's in the context of "ebb-and-flow," nutrient film, or nutrient mist (aeroponic) cul-
ture techniques.  I don't feel that those are appropriate for orchids, due to the possibility of pathogen transport through 
the nutrient bath, not to mention the costs involved, so I have experimented for years in an effort to find a culture tech-

nique that provides the best conditions for the plants, as well as a minimum in labor for the grower.   

I grow nearly all of my personal collection of plants in individual-pot hydroponics, using PrimeAgraÈ spherical ceramic 
media, in what I refer to as a "semi-hydroponicTM" method (don't get hung up on the name, it's simply a way to differenti-

ate it from the methods I described above): 

For containers, I use custom-made plastic pots , but have, in the past, used painters buckets, food storage containers, 

trash cans, etc, with closed bottoms. I have even used Styrofoam coolers. Those pots have two or three quarter-inch 

diameter holes about one inch up from the bottom on the sides. The function of the design is described below.  

The medium is another key component of the culture technique; it must be inert so it won't decompose, fairly uniform in 
particle size so it provides lots of free air space, and must provide good capillary (wicking) action to keep it uniformly 
moist.  I started this culture technique using a custom "semi-hydroponicTM" medium, which was sponge-rock (very coarse 
perlite, with chunks typically 1/2-3/4") and coarse charcoal, mixed in about 50-50 ratio, and, although it had a reasonably 
long life, it was not reusable, and over time, root growth appears to break down the sponge rock, which limits air 
flow. After much experimenting, I have found a medium that really fits the bill: one-half-inch diameter PrimeAgraTM ce-
ramic medium that can be reused indefinitely.  Click on that link for more details about the medium.  If you want to see 

how PrimeAgraÈ compares to other inert, inorganic media,  

Potting is very similar to that with more traditional media, except that, instead of compressing the medium around the 
roots as you pot, you want to shake the pot when pouring medium around the roots, so it will get into the spaces within 
the root ball.  Pot your plants to a normal depth.    Be sure to soak the medium thoroughly (I prefer overnight) before pot-

ting.  Adding Dyna-Gro K-L-N Root Grow to the presoak also helps. 

NOTE ON SIZE OF MEDIUM TO USE: Most clay aggregate materials are available in fine and coarse grades.  We recom-
mend the coarse grade for almost all plants, with the exception of small, really fine-rooted plants such as pleurothallids 

or tiny seedlings.  If you try growing larger plants in the fine material, you will likely experience root rot in short order.  

Don't be too concerned about using coarser material for fine-rooted plants, as they seem to adapt to it quite well  

Watering frequency will vary with plant growth rate and ambient conditions, and may vary with the season. In fact, once 
a plant is well-established, it literally cannot be overwatered, and flushing the pot frequently eliminates plant waste prod-
ucts and returns the reservoir chemistry to its "target" values, so is an advantage. At a bare minimum, try to water before 
the pot dies out.   We recommend feeding a somewhat dilute nutrient solution at every watering, and all of our plants get 
either Dyna-Gro "Grow" (5-9-7) solution or the MSU-type fertilizer at a nitrogen dosage of about 100-150 ppm.  When 
using the Dyna-Go in my reverse osmosis (RO) water, we also add about 1/4 teaspoon of Pro-teKt to bring up the pH, 
and about once a quarter, I'll add 1/2 tsp./gallon magnesium sulfate [Epsom Salts] to the solution as a supplement 
(neither is necessary with the MSU fertilizer, as it provides the proper pH range in RO, and has plenty of magnesium and 

sulfur already). Notice I don't water constantly...that's why I call it "semi-" hydroponic. 

The watering technique is dependent on the pot used:  when watering plants in our "semi-hydroponicTM" pots, fill the pot 
to the top.  It saturates the mix and then drains down to the level of the holes, which leaves the mix nice and airy, while 
providing a reservoir to keep it moist by capillary action.  If you're using the two-stage hydroponics pots with gauges, we 
have found that it's best to stop adding solution at the moment you see the gauge just begin to move up from the bot-

tom.  

Hydroponics, and First Rays' "SEMI-HYDROPONICTM"  

Orchid Culture Technique 

http://www.firstrays.com/cgi-bin/store/commerce.cgi
http://www.firstrays.com/cgi-bin/store/commerce.cgi
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Paphiopedilums, phragmipediums, masdevallias, phalaenopsis, cattleyas, cymbidiums, oncidiums, dendrobiums, epiden-
drums, miltoniopsis, pleurothallids and zygopetalums all do great for me, along with a variety of other miscellaneous genera. 
I've not had the guts to try vandaceous orchids as yet, but I'll get there eventually.  Bromeliads and tropical house plants also 

thrive under the conditions.  DO NOT try any tolumnias in S/H culture - they just don't go for it! 

had 4 spikes carrying over 300 blossoms! When carrying it back to the greenhouse from the household display location (my 

kitchen), I dropped it, breaking the pot. To my amazement, the entire 12" diameter by 14" tall pot was just FULL of roots! 

Most experienced orchid For those of you who have a tendency to "over-pot" plants, this culture method may offer you a real 
"plus," as it appears that plants do quite well in large pots. For example, several years ago I moved an Oncidium Sharry Baby 
'Sweet Fragrance' AM/AOS from a 3" pot of bark mix to a 12" Semi-hydro pot, and it has bloomed reliably ever since. In Sep-
tember of 1997, it had 4 spikes carrying over 300 blossoms! When carrying it back to the greenhouse from the household dis-
play location (my kitchen), I dropped it, breaking the pot. To my amazement, the entire 12" diameter by 14" tall pot was just 

FULL of roots! 

I know there is no "universal culture method" that is perfect for every grower and every genus, but I believe that the semi-
hydroponicTM technique comes pretty close.  When using the PrimeAgraÈ medium and the Dyna-Gro nutrient combination de-
scribed above, I observe the following: 
 

 

COS presents ORCHID CLASSES taught 

by Jim Davison, held at 6:45 prior to the general meeting 
each month.  Everyone attending this program will receive 
a display-quality Certificate of Attendance from the Coali-
tion for Orchid Species. 

 

 

The plants are healthy and strong, and bloom reliably.  Generally, I see improved size, color and durability in the 

blossoms. 

 

There is always a readily available moisture and food source, eliminating the stresses put on a plant when those 

are lacking or only available intermittently.  

 

It appears that one cannot overwater, as the pot design maintains a maximum level, and the medium controls the 

distribution. 

 

Root rot is virtually eliminated, as the airy nature of the medium, coupled with the holes in the side of the pot, al-

lows plenty of air movement and gas exchange to keep the root zone fresh, and not saturated with carbon dioxide. 

 

There is no noticeable salt buildup, due to the nature of the nutrients, the structure of the medium, and the flushing 

action of the dilute solution. 



 

 

Coal i t i on for  Orch id  Species  June  2011  Page 15  

Volunteers Needed  

This is a great chance to further our cause of  orchid conservation.   

We met Max Groso at the Open House U.S. Department of  Agricul-

ture at Chapman Field.  He talked to us about ôtremendousõ Miami 

which is trying to help Miami restore its natural canopy.   With your 

help we would like to use this opportunity to find projects we can work 

with this group to further the cause of  orchid conservation.   
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 MAE TANG ORCHIDS  

Holidays designed especially for 

orchid enthusiasts.  

Are you still planning your vacation for 

2011?   Why not join us for our 'Orchids of 

Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-

pliment the W.O.C.  For more information - 

including a slide show of our last tour:  

 www.theorchidman.com   

The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com  

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com!  

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

http://www.theorchidman.com/
http://www.orchidworks.com
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òWhen two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfumeó  

The  Orchidiva 
 Professional orchid services  

specializing in collection maintenance  

and collection building  

 

  È Complete orchid maintenance 

L. anceps ôMelanaõ AM/AOS 

 Melana Davison                                                       

 Phone: 760-212-8919  Email: orchidiva@att.net  

                                               

Coalition for Orchid Speciesõ booth at the Florida Depart-
ment of  Agriculture at Chapman Field. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Need to reach over 140 people every 

month to move your products?   

See Lori Sell for information about 

placing an advertisement in the news-

letter. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html


 

 

Please patronize our loyal advertisers! 

 

 

 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘ LǘǎŜƭŦ  

          нумлл {² мун !ǾŜΦ Σ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ C[ оолол  

олр-нпр-пртл ϝ ǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ϝǿǿǿΦǊŦƻǊŎƘƛŘǎΦŎƻƳ  
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  tbmello@bellsouth.net 

www.MyKeysToFlorida.com 

Oakhillgardens.com 

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
mailto:tbmello@bellsouth.net
http://www.mykeystoflorida.com
http://www.oakhillgardens.com/
http://www.csorchids.com
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Remember it is important for 

you to make sure you check in in 

order to get credit for attending 

the meeting.  The number of  

meetings you attend determine 

when you get to pick your  

holiday orchid. 


