March 2011 Meets every third Monday of the month

)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear COS members and friends,

Welcome to Spring — the best time of the year to enjoy your orchids. Many orchids bloom in
the next few months, which is the sweet reward for all the care you have given your orchids in
the past year. Be sure that you spray your orchids for trips, so little critters won’t eat the buds
that you have waited a year to see. Also, fertilize your orchids once a week. This is the best
time to apply your slow release fertilizer. As you know, water and the bright sun of south Flori-
da will release the fertilizer to your babies even if you forget to fertilize one week. And... when
your orchid species bloom for you, bring them to the meeting to show off your orchids and to
teach other members how you did it. Remember, we have a special raffle for members who
bring their plants for show-and-tell. You will receive one ticket for each orchid you bring to S &
T. Also, you will participate in the contest to win the Diamond Orchid Digest award that will be
presented to the member who brings the greatest number of plants by year’s end. Presenta-
tion will be made at the Holiday Party. Last month we had as our presenter, Carol Holdren. She
was great, sharing the many tricks and ideas for better growing from her many years spent
growing and judging orchids. This month we will have Francisco Miranda from Brazil. He is a
gripping teacher and an internationally known speaker. Come and learn from a Master in Brazil-
ian Cattleyas. Until them, Keep growing your beautiful orchids!

Your President,

Mirta

This Month -

This month we will have Francisco Miranda
from Brazil. He is a gripping
teacher and an internationally
known speaker. Come and learn
from a Master in Brazilian

Cattleyas.
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BITS and PIECES by Mirta Russis-Heineman

Very soon we will be making roster changes to reflect our new members. Please look over the 2010 roster and let us
know of any changes that have to be made for your entry.

By the way, if you did not pay your COS dues for 2011, be sure you tend to it so your name will appear as a good
citizen in the new list.

As we explained at last month’s meeting, we are offering the Orchid Digest Diamond Trophy to the COS member
who brings the highest number of orchids to Show and Tell. The trophy will be presented at our Holiday Party.

At the last Board meeting the officers decided that from now on all members— in order to receive an orchid as a gift
at our Holiday festivities — must have attended at least 5 regular meetings. So be sure that you register for credit at each
meeting throughout the year. Lori Sell will be at the hospitality table with her list of members, keeping a record.

We are planning our annual bus trip for June 9, 2011. This year we will be going to Palmer Ozrchid, Orchid Mania,
and Camp Lot-a-Noise Orchids in Sarasota, where we can shop all we want. Make your reservations as soon as you can be-
cause the bus seats are limited. The trip includes breakfast, lunch, all you want to drink, and the bus rental for the tripin a
comfortable air-conditioned coach. It’s a great day with wall-to-wall orchid lovers. You can invite your friends and non
members to come as guests. The price for guests, all-inclusive, is $45 for COS members and it iss $50 for non members. See
our flyer for more details.

If you do not have your COS polo shirt, be sure that you order one so you can wear it to all of our society’s activi-
ties. The polos cost $20. You can chose your favorite color. Ask Ketty to order yours.

Most details for our Symposium are ready to publish. This year is going to be fantastic. We will be having five
speakers and three of them will bring their orchids to sell. It will be a sensational event that you will not want to miss.

Here is the line-up of the speakers and their topics.

Symposium 2011, Speakers and Titles

Prem Subrahmanyam “ Or chi ds i n Our Backyard: Florida’'s Wild Orchids
Peter Lim “Phal aenopsis Species”

Fred/ f I TNWle Species of Catasetum, Cycnoches, and Mor modes"”

Roy Tokunaga “De ndr o b i u FowerigGppectnenglsnts that winthe cultural prizes”

DNB3I ! REW]ta “Four Pai-FTseoCoEfighed oBi faoKii mtdé Catl eyas

The admitance price includes contnemnal wateakftdagtougthuftdate I
I n additon we wil/ have a Silent Aucton with carefully sel
See Erna Maxwell for tckets $45. for members; $50. for noil

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUN!

We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011:

Join COS and get a

Single $25’ beautiful pin with our
Dual $35; Family ( 3+ persons ) $45. L society emblem!

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your orchid socie-
ty membership for the new year, or use our convenient PAYPAL option on
Www.cosspecies.com to pay your dues! See Vivian Waddell for more infor-
mation, or contact her at VCWaddell@yahoo.com.
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http://flnativeorchids.blogspot.com/
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http://www.star-telegram.com/2011/01/25/2796164/love-of-orchids-is-joy-for-others.html
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The Species of Catasetum, Cycnoches and Mormodes”

Catasetum, Cycnoches and Mormodes are three related genera from the Tribe Cymbidieae. Individually, each has
been considered an orchid oddity, or “botanical”; of interest mainly to the seriously addicted enthusiast. These
plants have a brief deciduous period in winter, when the plants need a definite dry rest period bordering on ne-
glect. These robust orchids are native to lowland tropical forests in Central and South America and are usually
grown in warm or intermediate conditions.

Commercially, Catasetum, Cycnoches (or ‘Swan’ orchids) and Mormodes (or ‘Goblin’ orchids) have occupied a
small market niche on the edge of a sea of Cymbidiums, Cattleyas, Phalaenopsis, Dendrobiums, Epidendrums,
and so on.

This talk will feature a PowerPoint computer presentation on some of some excellent species of Catasetum, Cyc-
noches and Mormodes. The presenter will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista.

Fred Clarke has been growing orchids for 33 years and has been hybridizing for 28 of those years. With over 26
years as a professional grower and manager in the horticultural industry, Fred applies these skills at his orchid
nursery.

He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. Although developing Cattleya
hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also actively creating new Paphiopedilum and Australian Native
Dendrobium hybrids plus some others to be named if they work out!

His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of several notable hybrids, most
recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced “the blackest flower ever witnessed”. This grex has
received eight FCC’s, six AM’s, three CCE’s and the coveted Award of Distinction from the American Orchid
Society!

Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have received hundreds of quality
awards from the American Orchid Society.

Sunset Valley Orchids
1255 Navel Place Vista, CA 92081

fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net

www.sunsetvallevorchids.com



mailto:fred.clarke@worldnet.att.net
http://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com/
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Roy Tokunaga
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Flower Booster

The best selling fertilizers are the “Flower Booster” formulations. I have not
been successful with them. Every attempt I made at boosting flowers with more
phosphorus did not increase flower size or number of spikes.

The flower booster that did work for me was applying extra calcium at the time
of flower production. Unfortunately it is not easy to get Calcium into a plant at the
right time and in quantity. Calcium fertilizers cannot be mixed with other fertilizers.
They are also very hydroscopic and will pick up moisture very easily. Best sources
are Calcium Nitrate, Peters 15-5-15, and Greencare 12-3-14. Called Calcium-
Magnesium specials. Calcium in the bulbs and leaves cannot be mobilized by the
plant to the flowers. Calcium can only be taken up by the roots and moves in the
xylem to the growing areas. Good air movement and transpiration is needed for the
movement of calcium. Very wet conditions and waterlogged roots will cause a
shortage of calcium. Damaged roots cannot absorb enough calcium. There will be a
shortage. Give the new fertilizer six months and you will see the improvement.

Happy Growing.
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v/

Greg Allikas

Greg Allikas is known the world over for his brilliant photographs of orchids. His extensive knowledge
of his subject and artistic background offer a unique interpretation that is both accurate, and stunningly
beautiful. Greg has been a commercial photographer in the Palm Beaches and is well known for his li-
brary of theater photography. An orchid grower since 1970, Allikas is awards photographer for the AOS
West Palm Beach Judging Center, Florida-Caribbean Judging Center in Miami, and many annual South
Florida orchid shows including Miami International, Ft. Lauderdale, Delray Beach, Deetfield Beach,
Naples and Boca Raton. His photos are regularly seen in numerous AOS publications including the an-
nual calendar and the AQ+ and Orchids magazine. He has written articles for both Orchids magazine
and Orchid Digest and has been published in Germany, South America, Sweden and in the Russian
magazine, World of Orchids. Greg also has many photos in the latest editions of the Sunset and Ortho
books on orchids and supplied all of the photography for Growing Orchids is Fun (Hollingsworth), Or-
chids to Know and Grow (Sheehan & Black), and Orquideas en la Gran Ciudad (Verdura). The latter is
the first book on orchid culture written and published in Spain. The book Orchids (Thunder Bay Press,
2000), co-authored with Ned Nash, features over 200 of his photos. In November 2005, Thunder Bay
Press published a second Allikas-Nash book, The World's Most Beautiful Orchidsbookcover which fea-
tures over 500 photographs and 450 pages of text. A third Allikas-Nash collaboration; Four Seasons of
Orchids. has been published by Creative Homeowner. This 256-page book features more culture infor-
mation than the previous two volumes and deals with culture from a seasonal approach.

In 2005 Allikas was honored to consult on, and supply photography for a United Nations Postal Admin-
istration endangered species stamp release featuring 12 endangered orchid species. He has also the re-
cipient of the Silver Medal from the American Orchid Societyfor his service. Greg is a popular speaker
and in demand at orchid societies across the U.S.

He especially enjoys field trips to photograph orchids in their native habitats and rarely turns down an
invitation to see and photograph orchids growing in the wild.

Greg and Kathy maintain a mixed collection of over 1,000 orchids comprised of Cattleyas & Laelias,
Vandaceous, Dendrobiums and Oncidium allies as well as many unusual species orchid
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February’s Awards

This space is reserve for COS members whose received Awards by American Orchid Society

Paph Saint Swithin ‘Nikel II CCM/AQS
88 points Awarded 2-12-1 at Boca Raton Orchid Society Show.

Owner Ernie Barham

Paph ‘In Charm Green Jet’ ‘Nike’ HCC/AOS
78 points Awarded 2-19-11 at
Florida Caribbean Judging Center

Owner Ernie Barham

Paph Florento ‘Nike’HCC/AQS
77 points Awarded 2-19-11 at
Florida Caribbean Judging Center

Owner Ernie Barham
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February’s Awards

This space is reserve for COS members whose received Awards by American Orchid Society

il 4 v s s A e il =

Paph Susan Booth ‘Elektra AM/AQOS
81 points 2-19-11 at Florida Caribbean Judging Center
Owner Larry Cox

Zyopetelum Kiwi Geyser ‘Elektra’ AM/AQS

82 points. Awarded 2-19-11 at Florida Caribbean Judging Center
Owner Larry Cox

Page 9
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UPCOMING EVENTS
| You ANOW
you want
‘ one!
Get yourself
ORCHID

POLO SHIRT for the new year!

You know that COS has fashionable, high qual-
A l | CTION ity polo shirts available to our membership in all

sizes and many different colors. These lovely
shirts come with the COS logo embroidered

MA/ AHR/@A/ 020‘7’ /D Sm/ﬂy over the breast, or with high-quality washable

transfer (for $18). Price for S, M for $§20, L. -

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011 XXL for $22. See Mirta at the up-
7:00 PM coming meeting for shirt samples and
P available colors.

AT

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
11295 S.W. 57 AVENUE (RED ROAD)
PINECREST

GOT SPECIES?

Get your 2010 COS Newsletters
on the web at

www.cosspecies.com

o FREE REFRESHMENTS
e A FREE ORCHID EVERY HALF HOUR

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of 1Satis-
fy.com, and Home Page photos by
Greg Allikas,
www.orchidworks.com!

MAE TANG ORCHIDS The Florida-Caribbean Regional
Judging Center of the American Or-

Holidays designed especially for

orchid enthusiasts. chid Society invites you to bring your orchids

in flower to be judged by our teams of experienced
Are you still planning your vacation for

2011? Why not join us for our'Orchids of

Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-

pliment the W.O.C. For more information -
including a slide show of our last tour:

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to
learn more about orchids and the process of judg-
ing orchids. We meet the THIRD Saturday of
each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral
www.theorchidman.com Gables, FL.  Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.
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April Meeting:
Our own Members Night!

One of our most popular meetings:
The night we learn from each other!

The Orchid Society of Coral Gables

at

Fairchild Tropical botanical Garden 10901 Oid
Cutler Road
South Entrance
6:45, Beginner Class, 7:30, General Meeting

Encyclia of the Month Encyclia cordigera by Mirta Russis - Heineman

This is a very common species; one that is most attractive and found often
in private collections.

Its habitat stretches from Mexico and all of Central America, through Colum-
bia to Venezuela.

The flowers are among the largest in the genus. The sepals and petals are
red brown and curled inward toward the apices. The inflorescence is either sim-
ple or has a few branches. It produces three to
15 flowers per inflorescence. They are fragrant
only when grown in sunlight and they bloom in
the springtime or early summer. A synonym for
this species is Epidendrum atropurpureum.

| grow mine in clay pots in 50% light and in
an area with lots of moving air.
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J/:l/y)y/ @/*cZ;;/ Festypal

presented by $t.Germain Orchids

April 8-10, 2011

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
18290 S.W. 254 Street
Homestead, FL 33031

Participating Vendors

Broward Orchid Supply

Ruben in Orchids

Hennington Farms

Mac's Orchids G

Stelmar Gardens Receive free tins on orchic
Caribe Plants Oy
Music & Festival )
Production by Unique Audio www.StGermainQrchids.com

Chid repotting services available

Orchid Growing 102 by Roy Tokunaga  Aug.7,2010
greenthumb808@aol.com

Best Fertilizer

A deficiency of any of the 14 essential minerals can interfere with growth and
flower production. Most of the soluble complete fertilizers contain all essential
minerals. There must be at least 50 formulations available. Most of the formulations
are in a soluble powder that is dissolved in water at a rate of one teaspoon per gallon
of water. There are several slow release pellets. They all seem to work equally well.
So the challenge is to find out how the best growers achieve their spectacular results.

The best growers have several things in common.
The media or substrate pH is best between 5 and 6.

The media is low in dissolves salts. Good water quality is critical. Rain water and RO
reverse osmosis, or de-ionized water is best. Fertilizer is best absorbed if the
irrigation water pH is between 5 to 6.

Pest and disease are absent. Cleanliness is absolutely essential for a healthy nursery.

The extremes of the environment are avoided for each crop. Never too hot or cold.
Never too wet or dry. Always with good air movement.
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Please patronize our loyal advertisers!

Pinecrest Veterinary Hospital

A TOUCH OF CLASS

Dr. Cynthia Langdon DVM

s ™ Dr. James P Dugan DVM
¢ O Couts Dty
v 8 5 - 12521 South Dixie Highway 305-278-1300
Pinecrest, FL 33156 fax 305-278-1400

305.588.7433 305.260.0559 csorchids@bellsouth.net www.csorchids.com

o Lo
' Orchids, Inc.
2 KSNBE vdzrt Aé Aa | a ¢NJIRAS

Hymnn {2 mMyH ! @Sd 3 |l 2Y

8 SOrROA ORCHIDS, INC.

An Exquisite Encounter With Nature®™

25750 S.W. 177" Ave. » Homestead, Florida 33031 305-245-4570 * rforchids@aol.com *www.rforchids.com

Tel: (305) 247-2566 ¢ Fax: (305) 247-2955
www.soroa.com © Email: soroa@att.net

TOM DE MELLO, REALTOR®, ABR", CIPS ORTIZ INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Accredited Buyer Representative O — —
Certified Interational Property Specialist I A HEALTH o LIFE « INDIOVIDUAL & GROUP INSURANCE
(305) 801-1679 DIRECT < MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS INSURANCE

(305) 253-2800 EXT. 109 OFFICE
(786) 206-0962 FAX
Tom(@MyKeysToFlorida.com

coLbweLL
BANKERQO

Susana and Victor Ortiz

: - 7440 S.W. 100 Court « Miami, FL 33173
DENTULREALESATE
v Ph 305-271-2270 « Fax 305-595-8439 « Cell 305-333-7988

Miami, FL 33156

Owned And Operated www.mykeystoflorida.com
By NRT Incorporated.

For Sale
'nches from $65.00 & up (4 to 5 steps

37 W 550 Binnte Road - PO. Box 25
Dundee, lllinois 60118-0025

(847) 428-8500 - Fax (847) 428-8527 )
oakhillgardens@sprintmail.com For Info: Gloria Rod

Eddy
or

(305) 598+

www.oakhillgardens.com



http://www.mykeystoflorida.com
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HOME ORDER | LINKS | ABOUT SUBSCRIBE

| BOOKS

Cultivo de orquideas en Florida: mes por mes

Martin Motes, PhD

ISBN: 978-0-9674343-6-0
2011, 224 paginas
$24.95

Desde edad temprana, Martin Motes, natural de Florida, ha
estado cultivando orquideas en el sur de Miami por mas de
cincuenta anos. Su orientacion y sus consejos provienen
de su conocimiento profundo y experiencia practica del
mundo subtropical a nivel local. Orientaciones mensuales
conducen al aspirante a cultivador de orquideas a través
de las complejidades del clima cambiante y de las ¢
condiciones de cultivo predominantes durante todo el ano B - AL\ 2
en Florida, es decir, de sus ventajas y peligros. Se ofrecen Lo TN C“ltlvo de
soluciones practicas a los problemas, asi como al control y . *46. 1 )

. I age o | 5 )
a la prevencion de plagas y enfermedades. Se sugieren . 1R & Ql]lllldeas :
materiales y herramientas para su cultivo, y se indican sus e g 1 B3 =
.. . enFlorida

lugares de procedencia.

-

’
\

Escrito con un estilo humoristico y facil de comprender, la o Mes p()l‘ mes
obra Cultivo de Orquideas de Florida hara de cada lector SR B e WK T
un experto. Esta guia especifica para Florida sera de valor > Martin _\10105,_;§|,%"
inmenso para los cultivadores de orquideas tropicales y "

’

subtropicales de todas partes. 3

Lea capitulos de muestra. OROENESTE LIDRD

Orchid Growing 102 by Roy Tokunaga Aug. 7, 2010
greenthumb808@aol.com

Best Fertilizer

A deficiency of any of the 14 essential minerals can interfere with growth and
flower production. Most of the soluble complete fertilizers contain all essential
minerals. There must be at least 50 formulations available. Most of the formulations
are in a soluble powder that is dissolved in water at a rate of one teaspoon per gallon
of water. There are several slow release pellets. They all seem to work equally well.
So the challenge is to find out how the best growers achieve their spectacular results.

The best growers have several things in common.
The media or substrate pH is best between S and 6.

The media is low in dissolves salts. Good water quality is critical. Rain water and RO
reverse osmosis, or de-ionized water is best. Fertilizer is best absorbed if the
irrigation water pH is between 5 to 6.

Pest and disease are absent. Cleanliness is absolutely essential for a healthy nursery.

The extremes of the environment are avoided for each crop. Never too hot or cold.
Never too wet or dry. Always with good air movement.
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COS at the Orchid Society of Coral Gables Show.

COS received 1st Place two tables display. Also Mirta received Best in Show 'Florida
Native' with her Epidendrum ancept. Larry Cox received an Award of Merit for his
Lycaste cruenta 'Elektra'with 84 points
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COS at the Orchid Society of Coral Gables Show.
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Thanks for the Refreshments for the Month of February

The following members brought the refreshments for the February meeting,

Odalis Navarro, Daissi Vazquez, Mirta Heineman, Bill Capps,
Judie Armstrog, Joan Schmidt, Haydee Navas, Anita Megna,

Virginia Caffin, and Jennifer Brown

Refreshments for the month of March
We like to remind the following members to bring refreshments for March.
Odalis Navarro, Daist Vazquez, Judy Armstrong, Diana Gonzalez,

Jennifer Brown, Christina Pascual, Sharon Pross, Mary Foster-Munn

and Ketty Bergouignan

Wanted: Newsletter material.

If you have any news, photos of your favorite orchid, suggestions
for what you would like to see in our newsletter, or constructive crit-
icism please do not hesitate to contact me at cappsb(@att.net

Deadline for the April newsletter 1s April 8th.

Thank you,

William Capps, newsletter editor


mailto:cappsb@att.net

JOIN COS FOR A YEAR OF ORCHIDACIOUS FUN!

We are now accepting COS membership dues for 2011

Single $25
Dual $35
Family ( 3+ persons ) $45

Please bring cash or checks to the next meeting and renew your
orchid society membership for the new year, or use our convenient
PAYPAL option on

www.cosspecies.com to pay your dues! See Vivian Waddell for
more information,

or contact her at VCWaddell@yahoo.com.

SEE www.cosspecies.com for the updated membership

Next Month April 18, the guest speaker will be Craig Morell

The title of his lecture will be:

“Your Backyard Version of The Betty Ford Clinic »



