
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         

Meets every third Monday of the month November 2011 

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES 
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens 

10901 Old Cutler Road 

Coral Gables, Florida 

www.cosspecies.com 

Dear COS members, 

 
This has been an exciting month.  We are happy to learn 

that AOS will move to Fairchild Gardens, right here on 
our own turf.  Yes, it has been in the newspapers - and 
most people know the story by now.  We are pleased to 

hear this news and we are looking forward to the possi-
ble consequences of this dramatic move by AOS. I feel 
that it will bring about great things not only for COS but 

for our entire community. 
 

During October we participated in many events. The 
first was the South Florida Orchid Show, where we won 
the Best Tabletop award from among all of the Orchid 

Societies. We also received another Best in Show award 
for our display by matching the theme of the show. On 
top of that we took home a few special ribbons and 

medals for some of the beautiful species entered by our 
members. 

  
Next was the East Everglades Orchid Society Show 
where we won “Best Display in the Show”, “Most Artistic 
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President’s Letter Cont. 

Display in Show Depicting the Theme”, and the “AOS 

Show Trophy” for “Most Outstanding Orchid Exhibit”. We 
also won an “AOS Silver Certificate” plus a number of in-

dividual ribbons to individual orchids.   
 
Then there was our annual Auction, where we had more 

orchids for sale than ever before. We earned a handsome 
profit that put our society in a favorable financial position 
for the end of the year. 

 
What a month!  I feel so happy and proud of our great 

society - and of the spirit of cooperation we have enjoyed 
in all these projects. 
  

We have a jolly activity coming up for the month of No-
vember. This is our noon Picnic/Bingo get-together on No-
vember 20.  The details can be found in Bits and Pieces 

and in our Facebook page. Please make your reservations 
and show up for this social event. 

 
Last but not least is our Holiday Party - our biggest fun 
event of the year.  This year it will be on December the 

15th at 7:00 in the Garden Room in Fairchild.  It will be a 
covered-dish event, you should bring a side dish, vegeta-

bles, a salad, or dessert. COS will obtain the meat (turkey 
or pork) and the drinks.  We will have live music and 
dancing. All volunteers will be recognized. We will have a 

raffle. Members will receive their orchid species gift.   
Members come free (but remember to bring your dish). 
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Guests will pay $10 unless they bring a 

dish.  Reservations are very important so that we can 
know ahead of time how much meat to buy and how 

many tables to set up.  Reserve at the next meeting or 
send an e-mail to Melana or Mirta (our e-mails are in the 
roster booklet).  

  
We need volunteers to set up, prepare the tables, arrange 
the food and clean up at the end.  Please come and cele-

brate the end of the year in a merry, elegant party. 
 

COS members enjoy great events that are planned with 
you in mind. Participate in all the activities of “the friend-
liest orchid Society around” 

  
On Friday October 21st Edythe Ropeik passed away, a 
great orchid lover, wonderful friend, retired teacher, and a 

grand lady. Our expressions of Sympathy goes to her 
husband Ernie her sons and the rest of the family.  Our 

thoughts and prayers have been for her.   She was an ad-
mirer of COS and even joined our Facebook page for a 
while, keeping always up to date with all our activities. 

 
 May our dear friend Edythe (Edita as she called herself) 

 rest in peace. 
 
Your president, 

Mirta 
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COS’ November meeting will be on Sunday, November 
20, beginning at 12 noon instead of  the usual third Mon-
day of  the month.  

Our meeting will be in the spacious, lovely chikkee of 

R F Orchids 

28100 SW 182 Ave 

Homestead FL  

 

 

 
 

 

 

November Meeting 
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

East Everglades Orchid Society Show 

  

This October 13, 14  and 15 COS participated in the EEOS 
Show on the heavenly grounds of RF Orchids.  We set up a 
beautiful tabletop display that won “Best in Show Display”, 
“Most Artistic Display” in addition to the AOS Award.  Many 
of our members let us use their orchids and cooperated in 
the setup of the prettiest display that COS members have 
ever put together. Many people took time to come to us to 
congratulate us on our display. 

  

Many thanks, to all our COS members who took part in this 
event. 

Congratulations to our COS member Ernie Barham for hav-
ing one of his awarded orchids in the article about Pes-
catorea by Thomas Mirenda. This appeared in the Novem-
ber edition of "Orchids", the Official publication of American 
Orchid Society.  You can find it on page 650, ti-
tled Pescatorea lehmannii ‘Nike’ CCM/AOS. 

Also, Congratulations to another member, Jean Wilson. the 
front cover of the magazine shows the photo of Jean Wil-
son’s Aerides lawrenceae ‘Elizabeth’, AM/AOS “Elizabeth” 
AM/AOS which illustrates the article "Aerides lawrenceae" 
written by our good friend Dr. Martin Motes.  

We are so proud of our members, their beautiful orchids, the 
pictures and the articles they labor over, and the joy their ef-
forts bring to all of us! 
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

  

Please take a note:  Very important! 

We already have the date set for the 2012 Symposium, it 
will be: 

 

Sunday June 24, 2012 at Fairchild Garden. 
 

Mark this date now so it will not interfere with your vacation 
plans next year.  We are already making contacts to recruit 
great presenters - as we do every year. 

 

Our Next COS meeting 

Nov. 20, Sunday, we will have our monthly meeting. We will 
have a picnic lunch at 12:15 and we will be playing Bingo af-
terward. Then, at 3:00 PM, we will embark on a special 
tour of Bob and Michael's beautiful private gardens. 

 

COS will provide sandwiches and drinks. We are asking the 
members to bring a salad, a side dish or a dessert to share. 

Members and guests are FREE! 

 

To play Bingo we are asking that each person donate an or-
chid, an orchid cutting, or a keiki. Guests will pay $5.00 for a 
Bingo card. Members will get one free. Anyone who wants 
to play two cards at a time may get a second card for $5.00. 
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

This is the last meeting that will qualify you for the Holiday 
free orchid. You can make your reservation for the Holiday 
Party at the meeting too. 

  

We also will have a raffle with orchids from RF Orchids. 

  

Come to our picnic and enjoy a great time with your 
friends in the soft afternoon sun of our Florida autumn. 

  

We need your reservations so please send your email to: 

mrussis@bellsouth.net, and let us know how many people 
will attend from your party. 

If you need to phone me, please contact my cell at 305 469-
9472, not my husband's distant office number. 

  

We will see you are the picnic! 

 

There is a new group created in Facebook by a COS mem-
ber from Puerto Rico, Dr. Ramon  Reyes and your President 
Mirta is one of the administrators for the lover of the genus 
"Encyclias" named "INTERNATIONAL ENCYCLIA GROUP". 

Visit Facebook join the group and place your photos of En-
cyclias as well as asking questions about this genus that 
grows to perfection in Miami. 



 

 

Coal i t ion for  Orchid Species November 2011 Page 8 

Holiday Party 

     As we do every year at the Holiday party, each faithful member will re-
ceive a holiday gift orchid. This year, to receive the gift the member 
must have attended at least five COS meetings. 

    As we have been announcing the Holiday Orchids at our Party for 
our members will be giving according to the number of meeting attended. 

All members with perfect attendance will have first choice of or-
chids. Following that, others will get their plants in the order of the number 
of meetings attended 

  

Hint: Shhh! The following members need one more meeting to qualify to re-
ceive the free Holiday orchid: 

Linda Bell 

Robert Booth 

Roxana Brittion 

Karon Buckley 

Wendy Canfil 

Lynn Corson 

Larry Cox 

Norma Craig 

Anita Hoffman 

Zoe Ortiz 

Tim Seay 

Ruth Yates 

Susan Play 

Paul Mackunas 

  

Our last meeting to qualify will be the Nov. 20 Picnic/Bingo affair. Don't 
miss it. 

BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

Our Annual Auction was a great success.  We did very well financially.  This is the money that 

we put to joyous use for our Christmas Party. 

We thank the vendors who are helping COS with their donations.  Please remember their names 

when you go to shows or when you visit them at their nurseries. Buy from them and thank 

them.  Here are their names. 

Palmer Orchids                           RF Orchids 

H & R                                         OFE Orchid Supplies 

Oak Hills Gardens                       Henington Farms 

Kodama Orchid Nursery              Quest Orchids 

Andy’s Orchids                            Amazonian Orchids 

Piping Rock                                 Soroa Orchids 

Fender Flora                               Carib Plants 

June’s Orchid Estates                  St. Germain 

Francisco Miranda                       Motes Orchids 

Ernie Barham                              Larry Cox  

 

Thanks to all the members who helped us organize and work on the night of  the Auction. 

Carmen and Carlos Segrera      Lori Sell 

Melana and Jim Davison            Vivian Waddel 

Maria Cerna                              Bill Capps 

Cynthia White                           Judie Armstrong 

Odalis Navarro                          Daisy Vazquez 

Ketty Bergouignan                    Betty Eber 

Cynthia White                            

We also want to give special thanks to Katria Whitfield and Lynn Corson who did such a great job 

as auctioneers. 

 Also, some of  our members donated orchids: this we really appreciated.  They were :Jorge Casau-

doumecq, Betty Eber, Susana Ortiz, Tom DeMello, Mirta Heineman, and Jordon Steele 

  

Again we are very proud of  the team's work! 
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Noon on November 20th 
R.F. Orchids 

28100 S.W. 182nd Avenue 

Homestead, FL 33030-1804 

ph: (305) 245-4570    
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ORCHID, GARDEN &  
GOURMET FOOD FESTIVAL 
December 3 & 4, 2011, 9:30am - 4:30pm 

Orchid, Garden & Gourmet Food Festival at 
Bonnet House 

featuring the 5th Annual Orchid and Exotic 
Plant Sale 

Orchids, Exotics, Fruit Trees, Butterfly Garden 

Plants, Bamboo and Much More! 

2012  

Tamiami International Orchid 

Show 

January 28 and 29th 

 

 

 

 

Fifty National and International Orchid Growers. 

Beautiful Displays. Orchids for sale. 

 Admissions: $8 (cash only). Children under 12: Free. 

Free Parking. Air Conditioned. 

Free Classes and Lectures. 

Orchid Arts, Crafts and Supplies. 

Raffle and Cash Prizes. 

Click here for information on growing orchids. 

 January 29th Saturday 10 am to 8pm 

 January 30th Sunday 10 am to 6pm 

 Dade County Fairgrounds Expo Center 

10901 Coral Way (S.W. 24th St) 

http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/vendors/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/photos/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/directions/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/classes/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/vendors/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/participation/
http://www.redlandpress.com/fla-orchid-growing.html
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These people make me work sooooooooo hard!!!                       Too many chiefs and not enough Indians.  

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The family that eat together stay together.                      The best time of the day, “pastelitos time”  

 

 

 

A groups of Pan-am and COS members, it was a fun day.  
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Here are some pictures from the show the last 

weekend of  October. 
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Here are a few suggestions to keep your orchids 

healthy this winter 

 If you are a windowsill grower, the light will be entirely different at this time of year. As-
sess it carefully and make any necessary adjustments. A south window may be brighter due to 
bare trees and the sun being lower in the sky. Watch for sunburn and move plants back from 
the window or add a sheer curtain to cut down the light. 

 

 Shorter days and gloomy weather in many parts of the country can cause plants to produce 
soft growths that are more susceptible to pests and disease. Some orchids will not flower if 
they do not receive enough light. If necessary, use a growlight on a timer to provide addition-
al light in winter. 

 

 Orchids grow more slowly in winter and will need less water and fertilizer. Most growers 
cut their fertilizer back to twice a month at half strength. Monitor orchids to keep them at 
their proper moisture level for their type. Generally, orchids will need about half as much 
water in winter as they do in summer. Some orchids must have a dry winter rest in order to 
flower.  
 

 The loss of humidity as a result of forced air heating can take its toll on your orchids. Remem-
ber, most orchids grow optimally with 60-75% humidity. If your home is especially dry, and you 
will know by the way your own skin reacts to winter, provide extra humidity for your orchids. A 
tried and true method is to set orchid pots on trays of pebbles that are filled with water; just 

make sure your plant is not setting in the water. Misting a couple times a day can also help. 

 Winter is cold, so protect plants from drafts. If buds start falling off of 
a Phalaenopsis infloresence the first thing to suspect is a drafty window. Do not put plants close 

enough to a window to touch the glass! 
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Snails & Slugs  

 

 

 
While the holiday season is a time for cheer, in some parts of the country it also 
signals an increase in mollusk activity. Both slugs and snails can be bothersome 
pests to the orchid hobbyist and require diligence to control. There are a number 
of species of both that are of particular concern to us. Some of the more common 

are the orchid or bush snails (Zonitoides arboreus), the brown garden snail (Helix 
aspersa), the field slug (Deroceras reticulatum) and the marsh slug (Deroceras 
laeve). The Pacific Northwest has the mighty Banana Slug (Ariolimax sp.) which 
some say, can be as large as its namesake. Both slugs and snails are gastropods and 
closely related to clams and other ocean-dwelling mollusks. While humans have 
always treasured certain seashells for their beauty, snails are not welcome in or-
chid collections. Slugs are snails without shells (or have only vestigial shells) and 
because of their copious slime, and lack of a decorative shell, have more of a 
grossness factor than their somewhat decorative snail cousins. Picking up a snail by 

the shell is one thing, but most mortals shy away from touching slugs. 

 

Unless you check your plants early in the morn-
ing, you may not even see these pests. Slugs and 
snails feed mainly at night, or on dark days. 
While these denizens of the dark may be shy to 

the eye, their damage is easier to spot. If you find irregular holes with smooth edg-
es in leaves and flowers you should suspect slugs or snails as the culprit. If you find 
the telltale silvery "slime trail" on plant parts, pots or benches, you can be sure 
that you have a snail or slug problem. While it is annoying to have flowers or 
leaves chewed on, snails and slugs may do their most damage to orchid roots, and 
occasionally new growths. A plant that cannot sustain growth due to hungry gastro-
pods will decline and eventually die. The tiny bush snail is a particular menace. 
Because of its small size (about ⅛ inch diameter) it can hide in the top layer of 

potting media by day, and destroy root tips by night (photo below). 

These creatures are hermaphroditic, so every individual has both male and female 
organs and is capable of laying eggs. This means that you cannot affect control by 
targeting reproducing females, you need to control the whole population. The first 
step toward this goal is to eliminate hiding places. These would typically be places 
where a surface meets the earth, like a board laying on the damp ground, a door-
mat, etc. Stacks of pots under a bench are another example of a preferred hiding 

place. 
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The tried and true method of drowning snails or slugs in 
trays of beer is somewhat useful providing that it is im-
plemented properly. Six or eight ounce plastic containers 
such as yogurt cups are a good size. The edge of the con-
tainer should be level with the surface that the mollusks 
are suspected of traveling on. If you are trying to catch 
them on the ground, you will need to bury the container 
up to its edge. Fill the cup halfway with beer and check 
daily for drowned snails or slugs. The advantage to this 
method is that filling the yogurt cup halfway leaves about 
half of a 12-oz. can of beer for the orchidist. Better buy a 

six-pack for total greenhouse control. 

Banding the legs of benches with copper tape will keep 
snails and slugs from crossing the barrier. It will not elimi-
nate them though. Another barrier method involves sprin-

kling diatomaceous earth or wood ashes on benches and 
in or around pots. The abrasive nature of the powders injures the pests and they eventually die. The materials will 
not hurt your orchids and if anything, may be beneficial. On that basis alone, these may be a more effective way of 
controlling bush snails at the media surface of pots. The disadvantage is that the powders wash away at the first wa-

tering. 

 

Baits formulated with metaldehyde have long been an 
effective way to eliminate the pests. However, they are 
particularly poisonous to dogs and cats and other warm-
blooded beings. The pellet form is especially attractive to 
dogs. Also, most metaldehyde baits break down rapidly 
when exposed to water. Other baits made using iron phos-
phate (Sluggo and Escar-Go) have the advantage of being 
safe for use around children, domestic animals, birds, 

fish, and other wildlife, making them a good choice for 
home greenhouses or basement growlight setups where all 

members of the family are allowed entry. 

 

  
Welcome new member 

           NANCY STRICKLAND                        
We want to welcome Nancy to our family of COS members  “the friendliest Society 

around” 
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Orchid Tip... 
If you are running out of room in your orchid growing 
area, you can add bench space using vinyl gutter 
available at home improvement stores. Use the 
brackets made specifically for supporting the gutter 
and place them every three feet or so. The brackets 
can be attached to the sides of wooden benches or 
greenhouse studs. By using closed ends and a 
downspout, vinyl gutter makes a perfect indoor solu-
tion for holding a row of 4-inch pots. Just set the 
drain-spout to drain into a bucket that can be easily 
emptied. 

Tasks for November 

 
1. Prepare for cold 

2. Reduce fertilizer 

3. Apply extra Potassium and Magnesium 

4. Segregate dormant genera in bright dry area 

5. Repot plants after flowering 

6. Groom plants and flower spikes for holiday 
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First Orchid Fossil Found in Amber 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 29, 2007—For this ancient bee, carrying a flower into the afterlife allowed it to deliver a 
rare gift to today's biologists. The extinct species of  stingless bee was found encased in amber  
with a well-preserved part of  an ancient orchid attached to its back. The amber, dug up in a mine 
in the Dominican Republic, is 10 million to 15 million years old. The pollen-bearing package repre-
sents the first known fossil of  an orchid, researchers say.  Orchids are the most diverse flowering 
plants on Earth, with more than 20,000 known species  But until now the flowers have been      
absent from the fossil record. 

In a paper describing the find in tomorrow's issue of  the journal Nature, Santiago R. Ramírez of  
Harvard University and colleagues note that the fossil flower, called Meliorchis caribea, belongs to a 
living group of  orchids called Goodyerinae. 

In addition to shedding new light on the orchid family tree, the find provides "an unprecedented 
direct fossil observation of  a plant-pollinator interaction," the team writes. 

For example, when bees visit living members of  Goodyerinae, the pollen parts become stuck to 
their mouths as they take nectar from the lip of  the flower. But the fossil pollen was found stuck to 
the ancient bee's back. 

"This indicates that the flower of  M. caribea was gullet-shaped," the researchers write. "The anterior 
part of  the bee would have had to enter the flower completely." 

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs/honeybee.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_dominicanrepublic.html
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Orchids for Sale: 
As you may know, Jean Wilson, hobby grower extraordinaire, is getting 

ready to move to North Carolina come next Summer. Her tropical or-

chids will not be able to withstand the NC winters. Consequently, she is 

putting her prized orchids up for sale and would like to find good homes 

for them.  Jean has made a website where she will be posting, periodically, 

pictures of  the plants she will be selling and information about them. 

Some she will be selling the whole plant and others she will be dividing. 

As the plants are sold, she will remove them from the website.  

Check them out on: www.jeansorchids.weebly.com 

http://www.jeansorchids.weebly.com
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 MAE TANG ORCHIDS  

Holidays designed especially for 

orchid enthusiasts.  

Are you still planning your vacation for 

2011?   Why not join us for our 'Orchids of 

Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-

pliment the W.O.C.  For more information - 

including a slide show of our last tour:  

 www.theorchidman.com  

The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com 

Special Thanks to Webmaster-
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com! 

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

http://www.theorchidman.com/
http://www.orchidworks.com
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When beauty fires the blood, how love exalts the mind! -John Dryden ”  

AOS Corner 

  

At the Trustees’ Meeting in San Antonio last month, it was announced that the sale of headquarters of the 

American Orchid Society was approved and closing on the sale will be the end of November 2011.  The 

Sandra C. Slomin Foundation and Family Center for Autism and Related Disabilities is purchasing the site to 

use as a day care facility and eventually a private elementary school to serve children with autism and relat-

ed disabilities.  The Board of Trustees also approved the process to enter into negotiations for a strategic 

partnership with Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens in Coral Gables, Florida.  The move, if an acceptable 

partnership is approved, should be completed by the end of the first quarter 2012. 

  

The Trustees also approved the Library Committee’s report which gave the Committee the direction to thor-

oughly inventory the extensive art collection, rare books and manuscripts and archives of the American Or-

chid Society in anticipation of its headquarter change.  The Library Committee has the authority to deter-

mine which items will remain property of AOS and the disposition of those items that will not be retained.  

If any member wishes to inquire about a specific item’s disposition, they may contact the Library Committee 

through their email library_committee@aos.org. 

 What’s new at www.aos.org?  

The 2012 Calendars are available for sale – a 14 month calendar loaded with beautiful orchid photographs, 

free shipping for AOS members.  You may purchase it on line. 

Do you enjoy writing?  The Dillon-Peterson Essay Contest has been announced.  The topic is: The Great-

est Influence On My Orchid Passion.  It’s your opportunity to tell the world what person, place, event, book, 

magazine article, orchid or thing changed your orchid growing hobby forever.  The deadline is November 

30.  The website has the rules and regulations as well as past winners. 

Call for Nominations.  If you have ever had any interest in ‘getting involved’ with the AOS, or know of a 

shining star to recommend for consideration of the Nominating Committee, this is your opportunity.  You 

may send an email to nominating_committee@aos.org. 

 

 

 

Need to reach over 140 people every 

month to move your products?   

See Lori Sell for information about 

placing an advertisement in the news-

letter. 

The  Orchidiva 
 Professional orchid services  

specializing in collection maintenance  

and collection building  

  È Complete orchid maintenance 

   È Weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 

    È Consultation 

     È Education 

L. anceps ‘Melana’ AM/AOS 

 Melana Davison                                                       

 Phone: 760-212-8919  Email: orchidiva@att.net  

                                               

mailto:library_committee@aos.org
http://www.aos.org/
mailto:nominating_committee@aos.org


 

 

Please patronize our loyal advertisers! 

 

 

 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘ LǘǎŜƭŦ  

          нумлл {² мун !ǾŜΦ Σ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ C[ оолол  
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  tbmello@bellsouth.net 

www.MyKeysToFlorida.com 

Oakhillgardens.com 

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
mailto:tbmello@bellsouth.net
http://www.mykeystoflorida.com
http://www.oakhillgardens.com/
http://www.csorchids.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refreshments for November 

 

Please bring Something to Share at 
R.F. Orchids Nov. 20th. Finger 
food would be best. 
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I would love to showcase orchids from  

around your home.   

Please send me your pictures of  your orchids 

and I will put them on display  

for everyone to see! 

   Your newsletter editor 

    William Capps 

     cappsb@att.net                     

mailto:cappsb@att.net?subject=orchid%20pictures
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The American Orchid Society is moving its headquarters — and its renowned orchid collection — to Fairchild Tropical 

Botanic Garden in Coral Gables. 
BY HANNAH SAMPSON 

 

An orchid invasion is coming to Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. 

On Wednesday, the Coral Gables institution announced that the 90-year-old American Orchid 
Society is relocating its international headquarters from Delray Beach to Coral Gables. 

The society’s move, expected to be completed by the end of  March, comes with more than 
15,000 varieties of  orchids that will find new homes in trees and special sections of  Fairchild. 
The most rare orchids and some others will be housed in the new Science Village, which is set 
to open in a year. The society has been in its current location since 2001. 

Bruce Greer, president of  Fairchild’s Board of  Trustees, said he proposed the move two years 
ago and has been in discussions with the society since that time. The addition of  the society 
elevates Fairchild’s international reputation, he said. 

“People will be coming here every day to see the orchids,” he said. “It’s a major, major, major 
deal.” 

Both groups will remain independent; they will share administrative space in Fairchild’s corpo-
rate offices. The 83-acre botanic garden in Coral Gables gets more than 300,000 visitors a year 
and boasts 45,000 members, Greer said. The American Orchid Society has more than 10,000 
members. 

“The missions of  AOS and Fairchild Garden are perfectly aligned,” Ron McHatton, the socie-
ty’s chief  operating officer, said in a statement. “With Fairchild’s international reputation, we 
have found a financially strong, solid strategic partner equally focused on horticulture, educa-
tion and conservation.” 
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Coalition for Orchid Species 
The 2011 - 2012 Board:      

 President, Mirta Russis Heineman 

 Vice Pres., Carmen Segrera  

 Treasurer: Melana Davison 

 Secretary: Lori Sell  

 Trustees: Carlos Segrera, Erna Maxwell, Katria Whitfield,  Cynthia White, Vivian Waddell, Bill Capps, Ketty 
Bergouignan 

 Committees:  
 

 Vivian Waddel: Membership 

 Julie Armstrong: Conservation 

 Newsletter Editor : Bill Capps                               Advertising/Reporter : Lori Sell 

 Raffle: Carmen Segrera, Pat Chen Yin                 Photography: Jean Wilson 

 AOS Rep: Lynn Corson                                           Roster: Melana Davison 

 Webpage Liaison: Melanie Trexler                         Mirta Heineman: Events Coordinator  

 Library: Jorge Casaudoumecq                                 Cynthia White: Silent Auction 

 Refreshments: Daisi Vasquez, Odalis & Larry Navarro  

Next Month:   

 

December’s Meeting will be our annual Christmas Party. 

 

 


