
 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE         

Meets every third Monday of the month  August 2011  

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES  
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens  

10901 Old Cutler Road  

Coral Gables, Florida  

www.cosspecies.com  

As you all know, the COS Symposium this year was extraordinary.  The lineup of  speakers was 

great, the presentations were second to none, and our Raffle and Silent Auction were each the 

largest that we have ever had. The vendors were most pleased with their sales, our guests took 

advantage of  the opportunity to buy many rare and unusual plants, and on top of  all that the 

food was the best we have ever had.   If  you did not attend, you missed a superb event.   

Next yearõs Symposium will be June 17, 2012, so reserve the date now and make plans to at-

tend. Donõt leave it to the last minute.  

Next month, September, will be the anniversary of  the founding of  our Society. COS will be 

21 years old.  We plan to celebrate with an Open House.  Be sure to invite all of  your non-

COS friends that you can think of, so they can see what a great group we have and how friend-

ly our Society is.  This will be an International Party and we ask all our members to bring a 

dish to share.  We would like you to bring a dish from your familyõs country of origin.  

We think we can have a lot of  fun, plus it will be an opportunity to recruit new and convivial 

folks to COS. 

This month of  August we look forward to having a presentation by Armando Mantellini from 

Venezuela, a real authority on Cattleyas.  He had dedicated many years of  his orchid research 

to improving the C.  lueddemanniana and C. mossiae that are native to that region.  Armando 

is a COS member.  Do not miss this opportunity to see and hear a great program. I look for-

ward to seeing you at our meeting on August 15. 

In the meantime, 

Keep Growing your Beautiful Orchids 

 Your President, 

Mirta 
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We are so proud of the success of the Symposium 2011!  To share the enthusiasm with you, I have copied 

some of the messages, even the personal ones, that COS has received in the past few days  

Mirta  

    ---------------  

Carmen Segrera wrote: 

Mirtica, I wanted to Congratulate YOU on this our 5th COS Symposium! As usual you outdid yourself !!!!!! The 

Symposium was a total success in every way ... the speakers you chose were wonderful, their presentations were 

awsome and I am sure we all learned from them. Carlos and I had a wonderful time at the dinner where we got to 

know the speakers better. I was happy that Joyce was able to join us!!! My Kudos to you Mirtica, you are a wonder-

ful Lady and YOU are COS!!!! Te quiero mucho,  

Carmencita 

    --------------- 

Zoe Ortiz wrote: 

Thank you Mirtha. I enjoyed the Symposium very much and I learned a lot. Like always it was a success. You are a 

very good organizer and leader. Hope to see my blooms pretty soon. 

             ------------- 

Wanted to drop you a few lines letting you know what a great time and how much I enjoyed Sunday.  It was so 

informative and there is nothing better than getting together with good friends!! 

Christina Pascual 

    --------------- 

Pat Chin Lee wrote,  

Thanks again for organizing the Symposium ... it was wonderful ....I enjoyed it a lot! 

          ------------------ 

Hi Mirta, 

Thank you and COS for your warm and friendly hospitality.  I hope to see you again soon. 

Peter Lin 

Big Leaf Orchids 

    --------------------- 

Solo para darte las gracias.  Todo estuvo spectacular, pase un dia divino.  Gracias mil.  

Diana J. Gonzalez, 

    --------------- 

Judie Baily wrote: 

PS. The COS Symposium last weekend was absolutely fabulous!  Thank you and COS for  

all of your hard work it putting together such a wonderful event. 

    ---------------- 

http://www.facebook.com/carmen.segrera
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1155454176
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Kathy Figiel wrote: 

Those unable to attend yesterday's speakers' day missed out. It was a great event - one of the best I've attended. I 

learned something from each speaker and despite getting little sleep the night before, never once felt the urge to 

nod off!! Congratulations to all those who worked so hard to put this together! The lectures, the food, the ambi-

ence, the organization - all was perfect!!! THANK YOU COS. 

    --------------- 

Hi Mirta, 

The saying goes  "To have friends you must be a friend"  I feel that I now have many new friends with my trip to 

the COS Symposium. 

The day was Fun, Friendly, and Fabulous! Great Speakers! I went home and hugged all my orchids!  

Thank You COS for an inspiring day of Orchids, 

Cheryl Akey President Tropical Orchid Society West Palm Beach, Florida 

    --------------- 

Excellent information and a very friendly atmosphere. 

Martin Motes Ph D 

    ---------------- 

As I've already told several other people, I think this was the best group of speakers of any of the COS symposi-

ums I have attended. 

Chuck McCartney 

    --------------- 

Hi Mirta!  I know that the Symposium was, once again, terrific; you had some wonderful speakers this year, con-

gratulations.  

Melanie Trexel 

    --------------- 

I thought the Symposium was òone of our bestó. The speakers were all excellent.  

Betty Eber  

                                               --------------- 

Prem Subrahmanyam  wrote: "Mirta, thanks so much for putting together the symposium. It was really fun and 

informative!" 

--------------- 

 Lou Lodyga wrote Please congratulate the board and workers for me on a great symposium.  Iõve heard nothing 

but positive comments on it. 

So é  

I want to thank all of the wonderful members and friends for your expressions of appreciation for the effort that 

we put in to make this Symposium a great success.   Mirta and the Board of Directors of COS 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000107234671
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COS would like to thank our faithful friends ð our vendors. We ask all our members to patronize 

these wonderful sources of  our continuing enjoyment.  

Nurseries and friends that donated plants and orchid supplies for the Auction and the Raffle: 

Amazonian     Stelmart                Broward Orchid Supply          OFE 

Carib Plants       EFG                      Hennington Farms         Mac Orchids                            

Miller Tropicals       Motes Orchids                 RF Orchids              Ruben in Orchids 

Ste. Germain            Soroa           Whimsy Orchids 

            

Also we want to express our deep appreciation to the following members and friends 

of  COS who also donated plants for our Silent Auction and Raffle: 

Bill Capps  Linda Curle    Melana Davison    Betty Eber 

Eric Gottlieb Jamie Lawson       Tom DeMello     Mirta R. Heineman 

 

We also like to thank our volunteers.  Without them the Symposium would 

have never been possible. 

  

Carmen and Carlos Segrera, Carol Holdren, Erna Maxwell,  Richard Fulford, Jim and 

Melana Davison, Betty Eber,  Ketty Bergouignan, William Capps, Jorge Casadoumecq, 

Judy Armstrong, Rolando Armentero, Pat Chen Yin,  Millie Rodriguez, Maria Cerna, Vivi-

an Waddell, Zoe Ortiz, Lori Sell, and Cynthia White ñI apologized if  I forgot to mention 

any names, your help was really appreciated. THANK YOU! 

  

Our very special thanks to Melana and Jim and the kitchen crew, Orpha Hirst, Tim Seay, 
Bill Capps, and Joan Forbes  who prepared the excellent food we had second to none.  You 
are unique and special people giving up your time at the Symposium to feed all of  us.       
THANKS A MILLION!  
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Armando Mantellini 

 

 

Cattleya lueddemanniana a Personal Experience  

Armando was born in Caracas, Venezuela, October 22, 1935.  

He is a lifelong electrical and mechanical engineer by profes-

sion. 

He started growing orchids as an aficionado in 1966. Since 

1981 has been a consummate  professional in this field. 

 

In 1975 founded Orquidiario Cerro Verde ð òGreen Hill Or-

chidryó.  Back in those days, unlike Mantellini, few were inter-

ested in the propagation of  the native species of  Cattleyas.  

 

Some of  those who had elected to do so did not sufficiently 

share the lessons they learned. A few took their secrets to the 

grave. All this contributed to the disappearance of  many spe-

This Months Speaker Will Be -  
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cies stemming from many habitats.   

 

Thus Armando Martellini concentrated his energies in repro-

ducing rare native Cattleya species. In this way he propagated 

hundreds of  varieties of  Venezuelan Cattleyas, devoting his 

main efforts to C. lueddemanniana and C.mossiae. 

 

Armando moved to Miami in 2010 where he is semi-retired, 

but highly active in his chosen field ð a labor of  love. 

 

By now you can almost guess that the title of  his talk will be: 
òCattleya Lueddemanniana Reproduction ð A Personal Expe-

rienceó. 
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Encyclia of  the Month 
It is my favorite Encyclia.  It is endemic to Cuba and 
grows in many places along the island.  In nature it 

grows as an epiphyte (on trees) or as a lithophyte (on 
rocks).  In cultivation, they like to be mounted bare-

root on slabs of  cork, or put in baskets with osmunda 
and hung in the brightest part of  the orchid house, 

surviving mostly upon humidity and occasional ferti-
lizing.  They should be kept on the dry side in the 

winter when the plants are dormant.  The roots need to be open and ex-
posed to hang down from the slab or basket in which the plants are grown. 
This species flowers from April to December; here in Miami it will bloom 
from July to October.  The flowering season varies with the altitude and 
the flowers are long lasting.  

Some inflorescences can be very 
long and with as many as 25 

flowers.  The flowers last a good 
month or more.  In early hours  

of  the morning the flowers emit 
a strong fragrance to attract the 
bees, which are the plant pollina-
tors.  Many people associate this 
fragrance with the smell of  
chocolate or vanilla. Encyclia 
phoenicea makes a good parent 
for hybrids, contributing to its 
progeny many good qualities that they have. I encourage you to have at 
least one Encyclia phoenicia in your collection -- you will  

enjoy it 
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

We have a number of limited edition t -shirts celebrating 
the 5th Anniversary of the COS Symposium. You can or-
der yours for $15.00.  See Ketty at the next meeting get  

 a lasting memory of this great event.  
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BITS and PIECES    by Mirta Russis-Heineman 

Please mark your calendar for two important dates in our COS 
schedule; first, September 19 for the COS Open House and our In-
ternational Dinner and second, October 17 for the COS Annual 
Auction, this is our only fund raising program that we have during 
the year. 

For our Auction we need your donations of  divisions, or pieces, or 
simply any orchids that you would like to donate ð one or several.  
Orchids donated by our members are appreciated and always sell 
very well.   

Now is the time to divide your big plants so you can donate some to 
our Auction. We need your help. 

Please remember to confirm your attendance at our COS hospitality 
table.  This year you must attend 5 meetings in order to receive an 
orchid at our Christmas party.  That is why it is very important that 
you maintain your attendance record accurately.   

The orchids will be given out at our Christmas Party according to 
the number of  meetings attended by each member.  Members with 
perfect attendance will have first choice. 

During the month of  August Fairchild will not charge admission on 
Sundays. Come with your family and friends and enjoy the beauties 
of  Fairchild Tropic Botanic Garden. Take time to admire all the or-
chids set out as part of  the landscaping as well as those that have 
been placed in the trees. You can find the orchids in the tropical 
rainforest section of  the garden. Learn how happy our orchid 
friends feel in their natural environment. 

And enjoy your visit! 
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Symposium Collage 
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This is a recap of our Symposium copied from Florida Native Orchid blog 

 
This past Sunday, I spoke at the symposium at Fairchild Tropical Gardens in Coral Gables, FL. This is a truly 
great event, and well worth it if you can attend next year. We had five speakers, including myself, covering top-
ics as diverse as bifoliate Cattleyas, Catasetinae, Phalaenopsis species, Dendrobiums, and, of course, Florida's 
wild orchids. All of the vendors had plants for sale, and Greg Allikas and myself sold prints of our photographs. 
In addition, I had greeting cards and t-shirts featuring various of our native orchids, which sold very well. My 
sales were quite good, but the plant vendors literally had stuff flying off the tables...this is a good program for 
both speakers and attendees alike. Below is a snapshot of our sales table. I am hoping to use this new display 
to visit various orchid shows in the central to south-central Florida region. 
 
The other speakers at this symposium were excellent. Peter Lin began with his presentation on Phalaenopsis 
species. You can tell that he loves his plants like a doting father. Greg Allikas then did his informative talk on 
bifoliate Cattleyas, elucidating the differences between four different pairs of often confused species. This was 
accompanied, of course, with his gorgeous photography that I have often considered an inspiration for my own. 
 
I was the third speaker, giving my presentation on native orchids: Orchids in Our Backyard - Florida's Wild Or-
chids. Pressed for time, I had time to show only photographs of four species toward the end of the presentation 
to spend the last few remaining minutes discussing the ghost orchid. If you saw the presentation at the sympo-
sium and you want to hear the full presentation on those species we glossed over, be sure to invite me to your 
society and you'll get the whole presentation. 
 
Roy Tokunaga gave his presentation on Dendrobiums, which was quite informative, as well as lovely to view. 
One of the big take-away pieces of information from his talk was that a fertilizer with a good dose of calcium (or 
calciferous water) and magnesium is important for adequate blooming, not only of Dendrobium, but other or-
chids as well. Finally, Fred Clarke gave a presentation on various species of Catasetinae - Catasetum, Mor-
modes, and Cycnoches. These are some of the most mechanically complex, bizarre, and interesting orchid spe-
cies...a group that I have had a high degree of interest in for a long time. 
 
The food was delicious and well worth the price of admission all by itself. Below is my eldest daughter, Ariel, 
manning the sales table at the symposium. By the way, I hope Roy and Peter wear their t-shirts often and show 
off the lovely orchids that Florida has to offer. 
 
On the way back home to Orlando, we decided to take the 'scenic route' across Alligator Alley through the Ever-
glades and Big Cypress Swamp. Little did we know that the tensioner pully for our van was on the verge of 
breaking, taking out our serpentine belt and a few hoses with it on the last few western miles of AA. Well, alas, 
there went all the proceeds from the show and then some to get the van fixed. I guess you win some, you lose 
some...usually not on the same day, though. 

http://flnativeorchids.blogspot.com/
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With our large van out of commission on the south side of Naples, FL after leaving the COS symposium, we 
were able to convince my eldest son, Josh, to come pick us up. This made for a rather harrowing early morning 
ride back to Orlando with two rather tired drivers (Josh and myself) taking tandem shifts to get us back. The van 
still in Naples, we had it towed to a nearby shop where they proceeded to repair it in our absence. 
 
This, of course, meant that we had to go retrieve it once it had been fixed. So, Josh, Timothy (my 2nd oldest 
son) and I made the trip back down to Naples yesterday. Since we were already so close to the Fakahatchee 
Strand, Tim and I decided to press on to the swamp while Josh headed back to finish studying for finals coming 
up. I probably would get an award for evil dad of the day trying to convince Josh to postpone his studies and 
join us in the Fak...alas, he is too diligent of a student! 
 
Now, I knew that this is late in the season to find blooming ghost orchids (Dendrophylax lindenii)...and a check 
of our usual haunts turned up bloomless plants. I had lost almost all hope when I followed my maps to one final 
plant seen on several trips before. This is the same plant showing a double bloom on my _HYPERLINK "http://
www.flnativeorchids.com/natives_gallery/dendrophylax_lindenii.htm"__ghost orchid gallery page_. 
 
As I sighted up the trunk of the tree, my eyes were met with one of the last ghost orchid flowers of the season. I 
pointed this out to Tim, whose audible sigh let me know that he was experiencing that 'first ghost orchid in the 
wild' feeling. I had experienced this to some extent when seeing the ghost orchid at Corkscrew Swamp, but 
even more so when I had seen my first flower only a few feet out of reach in the middle of the deep swamp. 
 
It was a good thing I had my Canon 70-300 mm telephoto lens this day, as about 30 feet of stifling, mosquito-
laden air separated me from my prize. We stayed there for roughly an hour, photographing the flower every time 
the light was good and the breeze was light. Here is a photo from this day...the day Tim whispered a sigh of awe 
at seeing his first wild ghost. 
 
 
Please visit Premôs site at: 
Florida Native and Naturalized Orchids 
And enjoy the site 
Mirta 
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Beginnerôs Culture Class, 6:45 

pm  Bulbophyllum Culture  

 

The Beginner's Culture Class this month will 

focus on Bulbophyllum Culture.  

Jim will also help you with any questions on 

any of your plants too. The Beginner's Culture 

Class begins at 6:45 pm.  

September 2005 
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SFOS SPEAKERS DAY 2011 
 

SFOS will host its annual Speakers Day Event on Sunday, October 2, 2011 at University of  Mi-
ami BankUnited Center, 1245 Dauer Drive, Coral Gables, FL.  We have a wonderful panel of  
highly respected speakers and Speakersõ Day has AOS approval for judging seminar credits.  Sev-
eral of our speakers will be participating in the SFOS Show as well. This yearõs speakers are: 

 
Alan Koch - "365 Days of  Cattleya Blossoms for the South Florida Garden" This talk 
looks at species and hybrids for year round color.  Alan has taken into account the warm sum-
mers and our occasional frigid winter nights and discusses only plants that can take both ex-
tremes.  The plants discussed can be mounted in trees or grown in pots on a covered patio and 
donõt have to be brought inside on those occasional cold nights.   

 

Bill Rogerson - "Cattleya Species and Their Culture" Bill Rogerson 

is an orchid hobbyist who lives in Chicago and specializes in growing 

and collecting Cattleya alliance species. He is an AOS Judge and has 

won over 100 AOS awards, mostly to Cattleya alliance species. 

 
Frank Smith ð òCurrent Phalaenopsis breeding in the USó He is the founder of  Krull 
Smith Orchids and has been growing orchids for over 40 years.    He is a credited AOS Judge 
and on the Board of  Trustees as well.   Frank is mostly known in the orchid world for his Paphi-
opedilums and Phragmepediums.   

 
Andrea Nissen ð òColombian Orchids with S for South Floridaó  This talk will show the 
diversity of  the Colombian Orchids with emphasis on genera that can be grown in South Florida 
such as, Schomburgkias, Sobralias, and Stanhopeas. It will explain their natural habitat, hybrids 
and possibilities of  cultivation.   

 
Weyman Bussey ð òMexican Orchid Species Updateó Whatõs new and different of the 
showiest species, where they come from and how to tell them apart.  This presentation will cover 
over 50 species among a dozen genera of  the showy Mexican orchids you thought you might 
have known, at least the name.  Particular emphasis will be placed on the epiphytic Epidendrae, 
especially, Myrmecophila, Encyclia, and Laelia.  
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Tickets for Speakers Day are $45.00 per person.  The price includes a continental breakfast and lunch.  This is one of the major 
orchid events held annually in South Florida and tickets are limited and sold on a first-come, first-served basis.   Tickets are not 
available at the door.  To register, please send your check and this order form to the SFOS office: 10801 S.W. 124 St., Miami, FL  
33176.   For more information call (305) 255-3656. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AOS Judging Center & Status _______________________________________________________________  

 

Please reserve ________ seats @ $45.00   Total amount enclosed: ____________  

 

Visa & MasterCard accepted: #______________________________________________________________  

Expiration date___________________________ 

 

Address to mail tickets: ____________________________________________________________________­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­­      

 

Please return this form to: SFOS, 10801 S.W. 124 St., Miami, FL  33176 or call (305-255-3656) to process your charge. 

Speakers Day Schedule: 

8:00 - 9:00      Breakfast 

9:00 - 10:00         Alan Koch 

10:00 - 11:00       Bill Rogerson 

11:00 - 1:00         Lunch 

 
1:00 - 2:00     Frank Smith 

2:00 - 3:00     Andrea Nissen 

3:00 - 4:00     Weyman Bussey 

Donõt forget to visit us on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/163001178319/  and our web-

site at http://www.cosspecies.com 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/163001178319/
http://www.cosspecies.com
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 MAE TANG ORCHIDS  

Holidays designed especially for 

orchid enthusiasts.  

Are you still planning your vacation for 

2011?   Why not join us for our 'Orchids of 

Thailand' tour. We also have a tour to com-

pliment the W.O.C.  For more information - 

including a slide show of our last tour:  

 www.theorchidman.com   

The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com  

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com!  

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

http://www.theorchidman.com/
http://www.orchidworks.com
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òWhen two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfumeó  

Tasks for August  

 

           August Climate Data 

           Average high: 90.6 

           Average low: 76.5 

           Average mean: 83.6 

           Average rainfall: 8.63"  

 

1. Finish cutting teretes and reed stem epidendrums early in 

month 

2. Reset strap leaf vandas early or not at all 

3. Dry hard once or twice 

4. Continue anti fungal spray program 

5. Apply snail bait lightly twice, ten days apart  

By Dr. Martin Motes of Motes Orchids  

 

 

 

Need to reach over 140 people every 

month to move your products?   

See Lori Sell for information about 

placing an advertisement in the news-

letter. 

The  Orchidiva 
 Professional orchid services  

specializing in collection maintenance  

and collection building  

  È Complete orchid maintenance 

   È Weekly, bi-weekly or monthly 

    È Consultation 

     È Education 

L. anceps ôMelanaõ AM/AOS 

 Melana Davison                                                       

 Phone: 760-212-8919  Email: orchidiva@att.net  

                                               

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  tbmello@bellsouth.net 

www.MyKeysToFlorida.com 

Oakhillgardens.com 

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com

