
 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE         

Meets every third Monday of the month November 2015  

The COALITION  for ORCHID SPECIES  
 

 at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens  

10901 Old Cutler Road  

Coral Gables, Florida  

www.cosspecies.com  

Dear COS Members, 

The auction was a huge success!!! We raised a little over $1300 Thanks goes out to  

all who helped make it a huge success! 

Our Holiday Party is fast upon us. December 14th Monday is our Holiday party 

at Fairchild's Garden Room (the big one).  At our November meeting there will 

be a sign up sheet asking you if  you are attending and if  you are bringing a 

guest.  If  you bring a guest it will cost them $10.00.  We are also asking you to 

bring a dish to pass that will feed 6 to 8 people. 

All paid members will receive a species orchid if  they have attended one meet-

ing and brought a dish to pass. 

See you at our next meeting November 16th where we will hear from Mac from 

Mac's orchids. He will be providing the raffle table and have plants for sale. 

  

 

Mac Rivenbark  
Will speak on Orchid Species 

of  the Philippines  
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November Climate Data Average high: 81.2 Average low: 67.5 Average mean: 74.4 
Average rainfall: 3.43" In November we can no longer afford to be dominated by the 
illusion, so easy here at the northern edge of the tropics, that summer will never 
end. Although Indian Summer persists for the whole winter in South Florida, No-
vember is the month to prepare our plants for those short sharp blasts of cold which 
are inevitably coming as each successive cold front pushes the overall temperature 
a little lower and a little lower. Each day is shorter too. The loss of daylight savings 
time should awake us to the fact that there are less hours of sunlight to save our 
plants from the chill of the night. Many genera are already anticipating this sea 
change and have completed their growths for the season. Some like Catasetum, 
Cycnoches, Calanthe and the nobile dendrobiums are even beginning to shed their 
foliage in preparation for the cool, dry season. While the Himalayan Dendrobium 
species of the nobile and Callista types, calanthes, cymbidiums and and a few oth-
ers, actually relish temperatures down to near freezing, and most cattleyas and On-
cidium alliance species and hybrids are not bothered by temperatures in the mid-
thirties, the majority of the genera which we grow, vandas, evergreen dendrobiums, 
November in Your Orchid Collection Page 2 of 4 Phalaenopsis and others, benefit 
from being protected from the cold. Now, while the first breathes of cool air remind 
us that more and stronger cold is in the offing, is the time to start thinking about pro-
tecting our plants. In nature nearly all the tender tropical epiphytic orchids native to 
South Florida are found nestled in the bosom of deep hammocks where they are 
well protected from the wind. This observation leads us to think of protecting our or-
chids from the north and northwest winds. Creating or utilizing already existing wind 
breaks to the north and west of our orchids will limit the ability of the wind to steal 
the warmth out of our plants. The critical factor is not the low temperature that the 
air reaches but rather the temperature to which the plant tissue is chilled and for 
how long. This is why limiting the movement of cold air over our plants is essential. 
In still air, plant tissue (mostly water but with some dissolved salts) retains heat for a 
long time and is aided by the plants' metabolism. The very goings on of life gener-
ate heat, therefor considerable exposure to still air is needed to chill a plant to the 
temperature of the surrounding environment. Not so if wind enters the picture. Wind 
can quickly rob the plant's surfaces of heat, chilling the plants tissue deeper and 
deeper. When the plant's temperature tolerance is reached, at best growth ceases 
or worse yet damage ensues. Slowing the cooling process and limiting the hours of 
exposure to sub-optimal temperature is the best gift we can give our plants for the 
holidays. Protecting our tender plants from exposure to wind must be our primary 
concern in preparing them for winter. Buildings, walls and even thick hedges can be 
very effective windbreaks slowing or stopping chill air. Choose places in your gar-
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den that offer this sort of protection to your orchid plants wherever possible. The 
geography of Florida plays into the equation as well. Because the Florida peninsu-
lar juts decidedly to the Southeast (Naples is due south of Jacksonville), protection 
from the Northwest wind is even more crucial than protection from the North wind 
on the east coast of Florida. Northwest winds are blowing out of the cold heart of 
the landmass while true North winds have in most locales usually blown over more 
warm water and less cold land. Regardless of the degree of north, safeguarding our 
collections from the wind is critical to their healthy maintenance. Not until the air cir-
culating clockwise around the cold high pressure system shifts to the Northeast to 
blow over the warm Gulfstream can we relax our guard. Orchids that are grown in 
shade houses, in patios or pool enclosures can be protected by installing plastic 
film on the north and west walls of the structure. This can be attached with staples 
or other devices that allow the plastic to be furled in warm weather and only low-
ered for those few nights when it is needed. Easiest to come by (Home Depot, or 
any hardware store) and cheapest, is 6mil clear polyethylene (don't use 4mil; it 
rarely lasts the winter being exposed to Florida's bright ultraviolet light). One hun-
dred feet by ten costs about $20. Stored in a dark place, this stock will last the av-
erage grower several years and be a very small investment that will yield greatly 
improved orchids. Handled with care in furling and unfurling, 6 mil plastic usually 
will get the grower through the winter. If unobtrusive, November in Your Orchid Col-
lection Page 3 of 4 it may be simply left in place till March. White polypropylene, 
similar to nursery ground cloth, is used by many nurseries for winterizing. More ex-
pensive than polyethylene, it is very durable and will last many more years. Some 
growers have it cut to size, taped and grommeted for easy up and down installation 
and storing. Universal Supply (1-800-432-3009) has it. Given the dimensions and 
enough lead time they can customize it for you. Getting our growing area ready for 
winter is one half of the equation. We must also get the plants themselves ready. 
Healthy, well-nourished plants withstand cold better as do plants that are harder 
and not too lushly in growth. Because both light and temperature are lower in No-
vember and most orchids have slowed their growth, they need less fertilizer. In 
cooler weather ammoniacal nitrogen is less available to our plants because it 
needs the assistance of bacterial action to ease its absorption by the plants. Nitrate 
nitrogen is more desirable therefore in cooler weather, because it is more quickly 
and readily absorbed by the orchids. Check the label on your fertilizer and try to 
choose one with a higher ration of nitrate nitrogen to ammoniacal nitrogen for win-
ter use. The very best source for nitrate nitrogen is potassium nitrate(KNO3). It has 
the formula 13-0-44. The lower level of the desirable nitrate form of nitrogen is well 
suited to the continuing but diminished nutritional needs of our orchids in cool 
weather. The level of potassium is thought to contribute to the 'hardening' of the 
plants. Try to obtain the soluble or 'Spray' grade. If only Prills (small beads like tapi-
oca) are available they will need to be dissolved with boiling water, a tedious task. 
Potassium nitrate is superlative also because it contains no phosphorus which, in 
combination with our hard, alkaline water interferes with the plants' absorption of 
trace elements. Trace element nutrition is especially important to maintain healthy 
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orchids in cool weather: above all, magnesium, the 'major' minor element. The red-
dening of orchid foliage which is usually attributed to cold is in fact the symptom of 
magnesium and potassium deficiency. Cold is only the efficient cause of this red-
dening; the material cause is lack of magnesium. Epsom salts at 1tbs. per gal plus 
potassium nitrate at the same rate will quickly bring back the green. This regimen 
can be alternated with a general trace element mixture(follow the package rate) 
plus potassium nitrate. Indeed, following the recommendations of the Michigan 
State University study published in the July 2003 issue of Orchids, symptoms of 
magnesium or potassium deficiency might be a warning that we should have been 
following something closer to this "winter" fertilizer regimen all year. We now recom-
mend alternating applications of 1TBS each of Epsom salts and potassium nitrate 
with a balance fertilizer such as 20-20-20 or 18-18-18 year round not just in the 
Fall. Best of all is a 15-5-15 with additional calcium and magnesium. Peters mar-
kets one as Excel. The Epsom salts are as near as your medicine cabinet. The po-
tassium nitrate is more difficult to find but a trip to the nearest Farm supply store is 
worth the effort. You'll save a bundle on fertilizer and have plenty of potassium ni-
trate left over to grow the biggest bunch of bananas in the neighborhood. Novem-
ber in Your Orchid Collection Page 4 of 4 If you have the energy, November is also 
a great time for starting to pot those sympodial orchids (cattleyas, oncidiums, et al) 
that have finished blooming. You'll have a leg up on the Spring potting and will glow 
with virtue in expectation of the rewards of the Holidays. Be especially careful at 
this season that the newly transplanted orchids are well secured in their containers. 
It may be many weeks till they have broken growth and can anchor themselves with 
their own roots. If the plants are allowed any wiggle room the newly emerging roots 
will be chaffed off, sending the plant into a slow and difficult to reverse decline.  
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I want to personally thank the members of 
our society who contributed to our auction 
this past Monday; Victoria Clemente who do-
nated D. aphyllum, Lou Lodya who donated 
bulb. lobia, Linda Curle who donated Van-
dopsis gigantea and Stanhopea jensensii, Er-
na Maxwell who donated Eria japanica, 
Trichoglottis fasciata, Paph. robelinii and 
Paph. phelepensis, Carlos and Carmen Segera 
who donated Cymbidium finlaysonianum, 
Katria Whitfield who donated Coelogyne pan-
dera, Microtetra caniculata, Cymbidium 
aloafolium an orchid soap, the original art 
work for the summer symposium, and Tri-
genedium egertonia, Betty Ebor who donated 
C. waseceniizii, and Juraj Kojs who donated C. 
skineri Heidi Jacobs, Milt. mooreliana, Den. 
loddegesii, and Den. pierdarii. Without their 
generous donations we would not have had 
as great an auction.  
 
Thank you Thank you Thank you  
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Q. 
Encyclia lancifolia 
I recently purchased an Encyclia lancifolia1 after I fell in love 
with its fragrance. The plant I bought does not have spikes and 
has pretty much been the same since I bought it. From what I 
have gathered, it requires conditions similar to cattleyas. I have 
it in a west-facing window with venetian blinds and in tempera-
tures ranging between 59 F and 70 F. I water about once a 
week. The average humidity in the room is around 50 percent, 
although it ranges from 40 to 62 percent.The psuedobulbs are 
firm and not shriveled. ð Jeff Kozma 

  

A. 
With this plant, you should have no problems that a little time and pa-
tience will not cure. It will indeed grow like a cattleya, and is similar in its 
culture to the related Prosthechea cochleata. Your conditions sound fine. 
It may take some time before the sheaths actually develop inflorescences 
within, or it may even take another growth cycle, as Cattleya Alliance 
types may develop a false sheath on the pseudobulb before the one that 
first flowers. This is indeed a fragrant and floriferous species that is worth 
waiting for it to begin 
to flower, but once it 
does, it should be 
among the most satis-
factory of your plants. 
ð Ned Nash 

 

 

Thanks to aos.org  
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1.Prepare for cold Reduce fertilizer 

2. Apply extra Potassium and Mag-
nesium  

3.Segregate dormant genera in bright 
dry area  

4.Repot plants after flowering  

5.Groom plants and flower spikes 
for holiday display.  
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 Natural Insecticides 
Here are a few toxic recipes for the nasty bugs. 

GARLIC SPRAY 
Is for small pests and general plant protection. Chop 90g of raw garlic and soak in 2 tablespoons of paraffin oil for 24 
hours. Slowly add 600ml of water into which 7 g of soft soap has been dissolved. Stir well, strain through butter mus-
lin and store in a a china or glass container, (never use metal). Dilute the solution to one part in 50 to spray affected 
plants. 

DERRIS DUST 
Is an organic compound sold commercially that will kill caterpillars if sprinkled on leaves. Derris is toxic to fish. 

DIPEL 
Is a commercially made bacteria to be used against caterpillars and cherry slugs and other chewing insects. 

RHUBARB SPRAY 
Is an excellent insecticide. Cut up 1.5kg rhubarb leaves, boil in 3.5 litre of water then cool. Dissolve 125g of soft soap 
in 2.5 litres of hot water. Cool, strain and blend the two liquids. 

CASUARINA 
Casurina Needles - up to 9g - infused in a litre of boiling water makes a mild fungicide and protect against fungal and 
bacteria and mildew problems. 

INSECT REPELLENT 
Can be made from chopped garlic, onions, lavender leaves and flowers, mint and yarrow - mixed together then cov-
ered with water. Stand in an airtight container for 24 hours then strain. Add equal quantities of water and a few drops 
of organic detergent and apply as a spray. 

CHIVE TEA 
Is effective for scab and mildew fungi. Use about 200g of dried chives (buy in bulk at a health food store) and cover 
with 600ml of boiling water. Infuse for one hour, then dilute one part to two of water. 

If the above doesn't work, or if they do, it is still useful to get out and look at your plants, and I mean REALLY look. 
Pick them up and see if any nasties have left any tracks 
or traces on them, then set a trap. Get the torch out in 
the first hour after dark, grab some gloves, your size 9 
gumboots and look in the bush house and around. 

Then use TREAD-EM, SQUASH-EM, and CUT-
EM-UP. These I have found over the years to have a 
rather therapeutic effect on me and have saved a show 
bench flower or two as well! 

http://members.optusnet.com.au/bdobson/  
   

http://members.optusnet.com.au/bdobson/
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Catchy Catts 
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Catchy Catts Clues 

  
  

 

 

ACROSS DOWN 

1. natural Central American hybrid 
3. grows in the Amazon 
5. endemic to Espiritu Santo 
6. blue cattleyas 
8. mini-granulosa 
10. the king 
11. 'A.C. Burrage' 
13. sometimes peloric 
15. old Cattleya 
18. Pabst 
23. FCC violacea 
24. smells foul 
26. flowers immediately after producing new lead 
27. C. gigas 
28. Grand Champ 15th WOC 
29. a primitive cattleya 
33. type for the genus 
37. parent of Blc Waikiki Gold 
39. pseudobulbs 1 meter tall 
40. lip with no side lobes 
41. big red lip 
42. fall blooming C. skinneri 
43. spring blooming labiate 
44. has 2 races 
45. national flower of Venezuela 

2. pink spots 
4. small cat from Bahia 
7. green cattleya 
9. once considered variety of granulosa 
12. 'Streeter's Choice' 
14. tall flower stalk 
16. flowers from the base of pseudobulb 
17. C guttata x C schilleriana 
19. grows in Belize 
20. syn. chocoensis 
21. sometimes cleistagomous 
22. aka tigrina 
25. Cats grow on the beach here 
30. rainbow colored cattleya 
31. National flower of Costa Rica 
32. small yellow flowers 
34. parent of splash petal hybrids 
35. C. violacea 
36. natural hybrid, forbesii x harrisoniana 
38. home of C. lawrenceana 
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Catchy Catts Answers 
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     Remember we are a SPECIES society and we ask 

     you only bring orchid species for our silent  

     auction. 

 

     If  you want to bid on an orchid, please decide  

     how much you are willing to pay, bid that  

     amount and then walk away from the table.   

     We kindly ask that you  not hover around  

     the table so others may see the what we  

     are offering. 
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The Florida-Caribbean  Regional 

Judging Center of  the American Or-

chid Society invites you to bring your orchids 

in flower to be judged by our teams of  experienced 

American Orchid Society Judges, or just come to 

learn more about orchids and the process of  judg-

ing orchids.    We meet the THIRD Saturday of  

each month at beautiful Fairchild Tropical Botanic 

Garden, Corbin Bldg., 10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral 

Gables, FL   Judging begins promptly at 1:00 p.m.  

 

GOT SPECIES?               
Get your 2011 COS Newsletters on 

the web at 

www.cosspecies.com  

Special Thanks to Webmaster -
designer Mike Haynes of ISatis-

fy.com, and Home Page photos by 
Greg Allikas, 

www.orchidworks.com!  

Get your raffle 

tickets for a 

chance to win 

fabulous or-

chids from 

outstanding  

orchid venders. 

http://www.orchidworks.com


 

 

Coalition for Orchid Species November Page 15 

òWhen two friends understand each other totally, the words are soft and strong like an orchid's perfumeó  

 

 

 

Need to reach over 180 people every month to move your products?   

See Rolando Armenteros for information about placing an advertisement 

in the newsletter. 

The New Encyclopedia of Orchids 

1500 orchid species are profiled in this au-
thoritative, detailed, and carefully re-
searched encyclopedia. Infinitely varied and 
hugely interesting, these strikingly beautiful 
plants are sumptuously illustrated with over 
1000 photographs in a reference that no or-
chid lover can afford to be without. Isobyl la 
Croix is a scientist, plant hunter, and horti-
culturalist; her deep passion for orchids in-
forms the plant selection and adds depth to 
the plant descriptions. The cultivation advice 
includes information about the orchid's na-
tive habitatðincluding elevation, geography, 
and climate. Recent developments in DNA 
analysis have led to some surprising find-

ings with regard to the relationships between orchids, and the author 
has undertaken an extensive effort to bring all orchid names up-to-date 
to reflect the latest scientific thinking and taxonomy. 
From Acampe to Zygostates, no other serious reference approaches the 
depth and authority of this remarkable book. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/when_two_friends_understand_each_other_totally/197527.html


 

 

Please patronize our loyal advertisers! 
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Susana and Victor Ortiz  

Www.csorchids.com 

For Sale 

Benches from $65.00 and up (4 to 5 step)  

For info: call Eddy or Gloria Rodriguez 

(786) 683-4616 or (786) 7972054 

mailto:rforchids@aol.com
http://www.rforchids.com
http://www.csorchids.com
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Remember it is important for you to make 

sure you check in in order to get credit for at-

tending the meeting.  The number of  meet-

ings you attend determine when you get to 

pick your holiday orchid. 
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Coalition for Orchid Species 
The 2012-2013  Board:     

¶ President Lou Lodyga 

¶ Past President, Mirta Russis Heineman 

¶ Vice Pres., Michele DiBianchi 

¶ Treasurer: Odalis Navarro 

¶ Secretary: Lori Sell  

¶ Trustees: Carlos Segrera, Erna Maxwell, Katria Whitfield,  Cynthia White, Vivian Waddell, Bill Capps, Ketty 
Bergouignan, Carmen Segrera, Rolando Armenteros, Melana Davison 

¶ Committees:  

¶ Vivian Waddel: Membership 

¶ Guillermo Salazar: Conservation 

¶ Newsletter Editor : Bill Capps                                Advertising/Reporter : Lori Sell 

¶ Raffle: Carmen Segrera, Pat Chen Yin                  Photography: open 

¶ AOS Rep: Lynn Corson                                           Roster: Melana Davison 

¶ Webpage Liaison: Rolando Armenterso            Mirta Heineman: Events Coordinator 

¶ Library: Jorge Casaudoumecq                                 Cynthia White: Silent Auction 

¶ Refreshments: 

¶ ¶ Sunshine: Mirta R. Heineman                                 Bert Pressman Scholarship: Dr. Rene Izquierdo 

Remember we are dedicated to the 

culture and conservation of  species.  

Please bring only species plants for 

our silent auction. 


